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There is No Time to Lose! 


On October 1 thousands of schools will abandon the old- 
time uniform lessons, and adopt the modern Graded Lesson 
System. Hundreds of schools will turn from hastily-prepared 
denominational materials, which have not given satisfaction, 
to the System prepared by the world’s leading experts in 
religious education. The Disciples were fortunate in having 
part in this great codperative task, and the Bethany Graded 
Lessons stand as the superb creation of this Christian union 
enterprise. This System embraces 132 texts, and contains 
fully one-third more help for teachers than any other series. 
October 1 will soon be here. Do not delay. Send today 
for returnable samples of the Bethany Graded Lessons. 
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Subscriptions—Subsecription price $2. 
If paid strictly in advance $1.50 will 
be accepted. To ministers if paid | 
strictly in advance $1.00 per year. If 
payment is delayed ministers will be 
charged at regular rates. Single copy, 
5 cents. 
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Expirations—The label on the paper 
shows the month to which subscription 
is paid. List is revised monthly. Change 
of date on label is a receipt for re- 
mittance on subscription account. 

Change of address—In ordering change 
of address give the old as well as the 


Remittances—Should be sent by draft 
or money order payable to The Dis 
ciples Publication Society. If local check 


is sent add ten cents for exchange 
charged us by Chicago banks. 

J Entered as Second-Class Matter Feb. 
28, 1902, at the Post Office, Chicago, 


Illinois, Under Act of March 3, 1879. 





700 EAST 40th ST, CHICAGO 





scribers may not be annoyed by fail- 
ure to receive the paper. it is not dis- 
continued at expiration of time paid in 
advance (umless so ordered), but is 
continued pending instruction from the 
subscriber. If discontinuance is desired, 
prompt notice should be sent and all 
arrearages paid. 
DISCIPLES PUBLICATION 
isci The Disciples Publica- 
The Disciples tion Society is an organ- 
Publication ization through which 

: churches of the Disciples 

Society of Christ seek to promote 
undenominational and 
constructive Christianity. 

The relationship it sustains to the Dis- 
ciples is intimate and organic, though not 
official. The Society is not a private in- 
stitution. It has no capital stock. No 
individuals profit by its earnings. The 
churches and Sunday-schools own and 
directly operate it. It is their contribu- 
tion to the advocacy and practice of the 
ideals of Christian unity and religious 
education. 

The charter under which the Society 
exists determines that whatever profits 
are earned shall be applied to agencies 
which foster the cause of religious educa- 
tion, although it is clearly conceived that 
its main task is not to make profits but 
to produce literature for building up 
character and for advancing the cause of 
religion. 


The Disciples Publication Society re- 
gards itself as a thoroughly undenomina- 


tional institution. It is organized and 
constituted by individuals and churches 
who interpret the Disciples’ religious re- 
formation as ideally an unsectarian and 
unecclesiastical fraternity, whose common 
tie and original impuse are fundamentally 
the desire to practice Christian unity 
with all Christians. 

The Society therefore claims fellowship 
with all who belong to the living Church 
of Christ, and desires to co-operate with 
the Christian people of all communions 
as well as with the congregations of Dis- 
ciples, and to serve all. 

* * . 

In publishing literature for religious 
education the Society believes a body of 
such literature prepared by the co-opera- 
tive effort of many communions reaches a 
much higher level of catholicity and truth 
than can be attained by writers limited by 
the point of view of a singie communion. 

* * * 


The Sunday-school literature (The Beth- 
any System) published by this house, has 
been prepared through the Society’s asso- 
ciation with the writers, editors and offi- 
cial publishing houses of the Methodist, 
Presbyterian, Congregational and _ other 
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communions. In its mechanical and ar- 
tistic quality, its low selling-price, its 
pedagogical adequacy, and, still more, in 
its happy solution of doctrinal differences 
it is a striking illustration of the possi- 
bilities of the new day of unity into which 
the church is now being ushered. 
* * * 

The Christian Century, the chief pub- 
lication of the Society, desire nothing so 
much as to be the worthy organ of the 
Disciples’ movement. It has no ambition 
at all to be regarded as an organ of the 
Disciples’ denomination. It is a free in- 
terpreter of the wider fellowship in relig- 
ious faith and service which it believes 
every church of Disciples should embody. 
It strives to interpret all communions, as 
well as the Disciples, in such terms and 
with such sympathetic insight as may re- 
veal to all their essential unity in spite 
of denominational isolation. Unlike the 
typical denominational paper, The Chris- 
tian Century, though published by the Dis- 
ciples, is not rublished for the Disciples 
alone. It is published for the Christian 
world. It desires definitely to occupy a 
catholic point of view and it seeks read- 
ers in all communions. 
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WHY 





The Bethany System of Sunday School 
Literature Demands Your Attention! 


1. It is the product, not simply of the talent of our own brotherhood, but 
of the expert workers and writers of the ENTIRE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
WORLD. 

2. Mechanically it is the most nearly perfect of all the systems of graded’ 
lnerature produced to date. 

3. Because the use of the Bethany lessons will make it possible for your 
school to co-operate in graded union activities. With other literatures, 
you will be handicapped in such co-operation. 
















4. It represents a notable achievement in Christian unity, for which principle 
the Disciples as a people stand. The Bethany literature is the joint prod- 
uct of five Protestant bodies. | 


We do not ask you to use the “Bethany.” We do ask you to 
compare it with other systems. If it does not prove to be the 
Best, after a careful examination, use the system that IS 
the best. 

Send for returnable sample copies today 








Publication Society 700-714 E. 40th St., Chicago 





































WHY USE THE GRADED LESSONS? 


Because they present Scriptural and moral truths in such form that they can 
be understood by those who are to receive them. Children are in their 
very nature GRADED; therefore the instruction given them must be graded 
according to their varying powers to receive. A teacher would not last long 
in the public schools who would ask first graders to master the works of 
Plato. Neither should a system of Bible lesson study continue that offers 
to Primary pupils such difficult problems as are presented in the books of 
Leviticus, Isaiah and Romans. It is a principle as old as modern education 
that knowledge should be ADAPTED TO THE PUPIL. Shall Religious 
Education alone be exempted from observing this fundamental principle? 


Have you examined the Bethany Graded 
Lessons—the finest in teaching materials, in 
pedagogical adaptation, in mechanical make-up? 


SEND FOR RETURNABLE SAMPLES TODAY 











Disciples Publication Society, 700 E. 40th St., Chicago 
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The Larger Righteousness. 


“For I say unto you, that except your righteous- 
ness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes 
and Pharisees, ye shall in no wise enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.” This is one of the most dis- 
couraging texts in the Bible. How can anybody’s 
righteousness exceed that of the scribes and Phari- 
sees? Whoever undertakes to be more righteous 
than the scribes and Pharisees has on hand a task 
of no small magnitude. One would not wish to 
say that no one could be any more righteous than 
they were, but it is quite unlikely that anyone at- 
tempting it would have reasonable prospects of 
success. Indeed, we might as well give it up as 
to attempt it on the same basis. Yet, here we 
have the undeniable word of Jesus that except our 
righteousness exceed that of the scribes and Phari- 
sees we cannot enter the kingdom of heaven. 

*:<¢ 6 

Who were the Pharisees? In a way, they were 
the men who prepared Judaism for the coming of 
the Lord. They were the men who stood for the 
spiritualizing of the messianic ideal. As contrasted 
with the priesthood, which was a hereditary close 
corporation, they stood for a noble democracy in 
religion. They were the men who made essential 
monotheism the permanent religious heritage of 
Judaism. They taught Israel and the world faith 
in immortality. 

Who were the scribes? They were the men who 
preserved and expounded the sacred books. They 
were at once the lawyers and teachers of Israel. 
In any community organized on the basis of written 
legislation the administration of law becomes a 
foremost and most honorable task and duty. The 
scribes assumed this duty. They took no fees. 
They were possessed of a certain nobility of ideal 
and practice. They were the men who, when the 
living voice of prophecy ceased, kept alive the nob- 
lest voices of the past, and held Israel faithful to 
its hereditary trust. 

* * * 

Yet the pathetic thing about it is that both these 
two classes which prepared the world for Christ 
were unfitted to receive Him by the very processes 
by which they prepared the world for Him. 

They developed legalism into bondage. They 
made the Sabbath a burden. They became the ex- 
ponents of a proud and arrogant orthodoxy that 
strangled free spirituality. They fixed their eyes 
so intently on the nobility of the past that they 
were disqualified to become the guides to the future. 
They closed their minds against all truth that did 
not come to them sanctified by the tradition of the 





past. They rejected and scorned and hated and 
murdered the Son of God. 

The scribes and Pharisees were the church mem- 
They were the people who represented tradi- 
It may well make us tremble when 


bers. 
tional religion. 
we recall that it was the supposedly good people 
against whom Jesus uttered His most searching 
words of condemnation. 

The scribes and Pharisees made the fatal mistake 
of assuming that religion was a thing of outward 
form. They supposed that religion could be ex- 
pressed in terms of mere rules for conduct. 

* ££ & 

Here again, let us be careful lest we condemn 
them unjustly, and let us: be still more careful lest 
we condemn ourselves. Rules are necessary, rules 
are desirable, but no man understands the truth 
of the Christian religion who regards it simply as 
a matter of rule. 

No nation yet has ever succeeded in codifying 
its whole system of laws. European countries point 
to the United States as the awful example of what 
befalls a nation that attempts it. Our theory would 
seem to be that a system of laws can be so complete 
that there shall be a law for every course of con- 
duct, good or bad. The Bible has never attempted 
anything of this sort. The middle books of the 
Old Testament do indeed show the successive ap- 
proaches the priests and scribes continued to employ 
till duty was measured by a yardstick and every 
form and ceremony was rigidly prescribed. 

Christ said this was not the way, and human ex- 
perience justifies His declaration. 

x * 

The righteousness which is to exceed the right- 
eousness of the scribes and Pharisees must have 
its course along a radically different line. It must 
begin at the heart; it must work out its system 
from within; it must cultivate a spirit which loves 
God and righteousness and obeys the truth for the 
Sake of God and duty. Only as religion rises to 
this level can our righteousness exceed that of the 
scribes. It is better for a man to live decently for 
fear of hell than to live indecently and to have no 
fear. But no man ever got very far into the Chris- 
tian life on the motive of fear. It is better for a 
man to do right for the hope of heaven than not 
to do right at all. But the hope of heaven may be 
a mere bribe. It can never reach the profounder 
depths of human life nor stir the springs of the 
noblest human endeavor. Only he who loves the 
right and does it with his whole heart can be in 
any highest sense a follower of Jesus. 


























Militarism at the Judgment Bar 


BY PROF. GEORGE BURMAN FOSTER 


‘*He shall judge among the nations, and shall reprove many peoples; and they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks; nation shall not lift up sword against 


nation, neither shall they learn war any more.’’ 


LAS, FOR the prophet and for all prophets whose lives 
A vibrate between hope and heart-break! Twenty-five hun- 
dred years later itisthe other way around. We are beating 
plow-shares into swords, pruninghooks into spears, nations are 
still learning war and lifting up the sword against nation. In 
Europe, for a generation, army has been added to army, dread- 
nought to dreadnought; murderous invertion to murderous in- 
vention. What is it that has awakened more interest and en- 
thusiasm than some new device for mass murder? And today 
a pan-European cataclysm! 


TWO DASCREPANT CIVILIZATIONS, 


Two discrepant civilizations; race hatred; confessional bit- 
terness and fanaticism; the greed of conquest; royal vanity 
and egotism; hereditary absolutism and medievalism, chauvin- 
ism—these, and such things as these, have kindled a con- 
flagration that threatens to consume the boasted civilization of 
Europe with its sacred orthodoxies and its pagan ethies. 

For a long time this brutal and bloody complication has been 
under way—in Germany, especially, where her great thinker, 
old Kant, wrote his world-historical tractate of warning that 
the greatest evil which could oppress any civilized people 
sprang from the never-ceasing, ever-increasing equipment for 
future wars; where warlike Fichte joined Korner, Arndt and 
Schleiermacher in condemning war as the real curse of human- 
ity, and in seeing little justification for war save as a means of 
putting an end to war. 

Yet today? War seems to have a demoniac power over peo- 
ples. For deeades the delight of the populace has been in 
sham battles—in the clink of sabers, military marches and 
maneuvers and parades, the thunder of cannons, festivals of 
war and warriors. Only patriotic Sundays and sermons for 
such exhibitions could attract all the German people to relig- 
ious gatherings. Yet not the Germans alone. Chauvinism is 
the religion of peoples—fanaticism for national greatness and 
power, for Teutonism, or Americanism, or something. Chris- 
tian ideals are extinguished. A humanity-state, instead of a 
nation-state, who thinks of that? Christianity is expressly de- 
nied and pagan ideals proclaimed. The politics of Christian 
peoples are as heathen as heathen polities are. Its principle is 
foree and violence, not love and ideality. 

But this ‘‘ Welt-politik’’ is the polities of militaristic official- 
dom. It is my firm conviction that the war-lust among the 
masses of the people is superficial, that the popular soul knows 
little of this enthusiasm for war today, that the thought of 
peace is deeper than the thought of war. Even now the hour 
is striking when nations shall learn war no more. 


INDUSTRIALISM VERSUS MILITARISM. 


Why do I say this? Not from a vague and extravagant hope. 
Not even on the basis of our fine text, much as I should be 
sorry to lose such a glorious word from my Bible. I say it 
because I tie up the question of war with the social struggles 
of our new century, and realize the changes which the social 
struggles are producing in the ideas and teliefs of our time. 
The social dvelopment has brought about a complete revolu- 
tion in our views concerning man and has placed life itself 
on an entirely new basis. 

Formerly, man was evaluated only as warrior, as bearer of 
arms. Today, man is the bearer of the industrial process. Us- 
ing the gifts of nature indeed, he is the sole creator and dis- 
tributor of industrial goods. The entire ancient and medieval 
humanity was militaristic. The basis of their acquisitive life 
was war. Their possessions and property were booty, the 
spoils of war. But our modern humanity is industrial. Its ac- 
quisition is based on work. Its possessions are wares of com- 
merce, articles of trade. And this means a new evaluation of 
man, an industrial evaluation. Think that once in the old 
world instruments and machines were almost entirely for pur- 
poses of war, but that today they are preponderatingly for 
peaceable industries, and you can see what great progress has 
been made. What nation in Christendom would build a walled 


city today? 





Acquisition by booty is possible only by destroying men. In- 
dustrial acquisition presupposes the preservation of man. We 
seek to keep the well strong so that they ean work, to heal the 
sick so that they may not be disabled, to keep all in health 
that they may be an asset to the world’s weal. We no longer 
believe the hoary militaristic lie that there are too many peo- 
ple in the world. Beginning with the nineteenth century, legis- 
lative and voluntary measures have been set on foot to make 
and keep men creative of goods, as against the old destruction 
of the many that there might be more spoils for the few. 


A NEW TYPE OF CIVILIZATION. 


And so the military character and type of life has been over- 
come in principle and the industrial type has taken its place, 
The industrial war of man for dominion over nature has taken 
the place of the old militaristic war of man for dominion over 
man. 

Now, the importance of this revolution from militarism yo 
industrialism is very great. At last war is seen to be ant)- 
economic. Our economists and statisticians, men with free ux 
broad survey of life in its total phenomena, were the first to 
point this out. War is irrational from the point of view of 
industry. Aside from moral and religious considerations 
against war, the modern industrial development is opposed to 
the slaughter of potential laborers on the field of battle. It 
men are so stupid and inhuman and raw that they cannot see 
the moral ruin of war, they can at least see the industrial ruin 
of war. For the matter of that, what is the cause of our in- 
dustrial ills but the survival or atavism of militarism therem, 
as evidenced by the exploitation of labor and the warfare be- 
tween labor and capital? 

You see my first point, then,—namely, recognition of the 
help our new industrial appreciation of man ean give in end- 
ing militarism. Man is not for war upon man but for work 
upon nature, by which he earns the goods of life from the 
gifts of earth and sea and sky. 

A NEW MORAL APPRECIATION OF MAN 

Add, now, our new moral appreciation of man. He who 
knows the experience of human love, who feels the gaps loved 
ones leave unfilled when they go hence—gaps which can be 
filled only by taking up their lives in his life, only by preserv- 
ing their transfigured images forever in the deep of his heart— 
knows also what to think of war. It is hard enough to lose 
those near and dear to us when death comes in the order of 
nature, without our sending our sons to be shot down on the 
firing line. ‘‘Five hundred miles of tears,’’ says a good wom- 
an traveling from one point on the Continent to the other a 
day or two ago. 

But I am not one of those who believe in peace at any price. 
May we never dedicate ourselves and our sons to death on the 
field of carnage? Is war ever justifiable? I think that it is— 
for the freedom and honor of one’s fatherland, for the protee- 
tion of the domestic hearth against insolent intruders, for the 
protection of civilization and eulture against the assault and 
devastation of barbarian hordes. Yet it might be well at this 
time to read Tolstoy’s ‘‘Ivan the Fool!’’ 

SOME THINGS WORTH MORE THAN LIFE. 


But because men are willing to die for these things, all the 
more care should be taken, as a nation’s most serious and 
sacred duty, that no impure and base motive, no polities of 
ambition, no lust of power and no lust of conquest, should 
shed a drop of human blood. Life should be sacrificed only 
for what is worth more than life! 

Men are brothers. Nations should be bound together by 
bonds of brotherly unify, not by force. Not force, but love 
is the principle of life, the principle of the universe. Foree is 
the servant of love, not love a by-product or epi-phenomenon 
of foree. If this be true, the moral evaluation of men must 
replace the militaristie of force, and supplement, perhaps re- 
place even, the industrial. For work is for the sake of man 
rather than man for work. In the higher moralism,-our com- 
petitive industrialism may yet be condemned as atavistie and 
militaristic. 
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THE NECESSITY OF RELIGION. 

But I am one of those—not so many in these days, yet not 
so few—who do not believe in the attainability of this higher 
moralism without religion. Man is not simply a son of man, 
he is a son of God. As such, from the point of view of our 
natural human society, man is a super-social being. He is more 
than a member of society, he is a citizen in the kingdom of 
God. But in the kingdom of God, we love our enemies, and 
war shall be no more. 

Along with this industrial, moral and religious evaluation of 
man there is another movement in the modern world which is 
making war upon war. I refer to our realism. Our sense for 
reality has revealed to us the night side of life. It has shown 
us the misery of poverty. The chureh used to cure symptoms, 
the state hide misery and vice out of sight, but we have 
dragged them out of their hiding places into the full light of 
day. Such realism has made a powerful appeal to conscience, 
and we have gone to work to put poverty and misery and vice 
out of the world. 

A NEW SCHOOL OF COURAGE. 

This realism is pointing to war, not as it is in picture and 
poetry and song and romance, but as it is in fact. War is what 
such an artist as Vereshehagin paints it to be, what the brave 
woman said it was the other day when she cried: ‘‘ Europe, lay 
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down your arms!’’ War is indescribably horrible. And de- 
spite the Red Cross, its evils are not at an end when its dead 
are buried and its wounded bandaged. The worst thing about 
war is, it blunts human sensibilities. To be sure, military ora- 
tors glorify the virtues of war—virtues awakened and strength- 
ened by war. But if war were really such a school of virtue, 
how incomparably more virtuous men must once have been 
when they waged war all the time than they are today! And 
yet you see in the midst of peace the great quiet courage of 
men and women, fulfilling their commonplace and homely tasks 
without the stimulus and support of martial music and the mob 
consciousness. You see men in their daily conflict with the 
over-power of nature—the war of the physician upon disease 
and epidemic, of the nurse amid the perils of fevers—you see 
the scientist and explorer calmly risking their lives to add an 
item to human knowledge; you see the sacred courage of mater- 
nity. You see enough to satisfy you that the new school of 
courage is nobler than the old. 

No, militarism is diseredited. God is judging among the peo- 
ples. Nation will yet not lift sword against nation. The 
might of ideals is mightier than the might of force. Meantime, 
let us Americans be sure that we wage no war on the basis of 
our might that we would not wage on the basis of our right in 
the absence of our might! 

University of Chicago. 


British Christian Opinion of the War 


The Editor of the British Weekly Interprets Anglo-Saxon Sentiment of the Mother Country. 
BY SIR W. ROBERTSON NICOL 


HIS WAR HAS not come from the motley and jarring 
empire of Austria. It has not come from the difficult 
and angry Balkan communities. It has not come, we verily 
believe, from the German people. We would not say 
even that it has come from the German emperor, who has on 
many occasions shown a love of peace. It has come from 
the military and ruling caste of Germany. They have kept 
the world im turmoil during these long years, and this is the 
end of it. We desire to avoid studiously the language of 
ealumnious virulence, but we must look facts in the face. If 
a desire to increase your own strength and to advance your 
own position is a sufficient warrant for rapine, there is an 
end of human rights. The object of official Germany seems 
to be not only to secure the hegemony of Europe, but its abso- 
lute prostration. Most of us have reason to love Germany 
for many things. We owe much to her great literatures, to 
the vast erudition of her scholars, to the high character, strict 
friendship, and generous hospitality of her people. It is but 
too plain, however, that Germany has been changing and is 
consumed and wasted with material ambitions. It is said that 
when Germany was in the springtime of hope pressing forward 
to the national unity, Schopenhauer preached pessimism 
without winning a single disciple. Now his disciples form 
no small part of thinking Germany. In fact, while it would 
be in the highest degree unjust to compare the German emperor 
with Napoleon, both appear to be abandoned to the same 
craving. They are both apparently determined to master 
and control Europe. 


KAISER, THOUGH DIFFERENT, MAY RIVAL NAPOLEON, 


We know what came of Napoleon’s fierce desire. He turned 
Europe into an Aceldama, and France into a house of weeping. 
He gave the world ten years of carnage, spoliation, and havoc, 
and a misery the extent of which is known only to profes- 
sional students, and hardly known to these. To him 
we owe the fearful pressure of the military system, 
and what has eome upon Europe now. When the 
Column in the Place Vendome was erected, on the foot of 
it there was found written, perhaps by a bereaved parent: 
“Monster, if all the blood that thou hast shed could be col- 
lected in this square, thou mightest drink without stooping.’’ 
The German emperor is a man of quite another type, but 
ere all is done he may rival Napoleon as the author of a 
carnage as hideous and enormous as his. We remember 


how impervious Napoleon was to all remorse and all shame. 
The first bulletin issued after the hideous catastrophe of the 
retreat from Russia showed that he thought of none but 





himself. The announcement that his ambition had made 

widows and orphans by hundreds of thousands ends with the 

gratifying assurance that ‘‘the emperor was never in better 

health.’” The German emperor, we say, is a man of another 

temper, and his ultimate reflections will be of another kind. 
FIGHTING AN ANCIENT TYRANNY. 

What we are fighting for if.we have to fight is against a 
tyranny which our fathers rightly thought they should com- 
bat to the death. We are net fighting for Russian ascendancy, 
though Russia is our ally. Russia has terrible crimes tc 
answer for, but she was our firmest friend in the war with 
Napoleon and long after that. We say, however, that she 
has sinned above many. Poland, says an eminent Liberai 
historian, was a scandalous and pestilent relic of all that 
was worst in feudal barbarism. That might be true, but it 
does not exempt the spoiler from the curse that waits on 
rapine. 

In a word, what we are fighting against, if we have to 
fight, is a repetition of the sway of the saber. 

The situation is serious beyond compare, but there are con- 
siderable alleviations. In the first place, we rejoice in the 
unity” of the nation. In ordinary times we must pensively 
bow to party as a necessity, for the contending masses are 
divided by a real line. But faction is another matter. Out 
of faction we must fight our way if we are to avoid national 
ruin. Politicians of both parties have been apt to look upon 
foreign politics as the horse that would carry them into power. 
There is no sign of any attempt to mount that steed. There 
is every sign that faction has disappeared, and will keep 
away till the end of the conflict arrives. Men who yesterday 
tancied themselves severed by an impassable gulf are teday 
in each other’s arms. 

Most gratifying of all, the brightest spot of these dark days, 
is the conduct of the Irish. Mr. Redmond electrified the 
house by his pledge of Irish support from Catholics and 
Protestants alike. The Nationalists, we cannot but think, 
have been attacked by weapons which are not in the hand 
of honor or in the armory of civilization. We wish to make 
no political capital of what has happened, but we do say 
that the Liberals have been rewarded for their long and costly 
struggle to seeure home rule by Mr. Redmond’s statement 
that ‘‘What has oceurred in recent years has altered the situ- 
ation completely. Today I honestly believe that the 
democracy of Ireland will turn with the utmost sincerity and 
sympathy to this country in every trial andevery danger that 


(Continued on page 21.) 











An Open Questionnaire on the Recent 
Action of California’s Convention 


In Which Every Reader of The Christian Century is Invited to Participate. 


IRST CHURCH of Berkeley, Cal., 
was excommunicated from the state 
missionary convention of Northern 
California in July for receiving 

into its membership unimmersed Chris- 
tian people who brought credentials from 
various Protestant evangelical churches 
such as Presbyterian, Methodist and the 
rest. 

This is the first time in the entire his- 
tory of the Disciples of Christ that a 
ehureh—a congregation of Christian be- 
lievers—has been formally excommuni- 
eated from the fellowship of other Dis- 
ciples’ churches. It raises some of the 
most fundamental and serious questions 
which our people have had to face in the 
past fifty years, perhaps in their entire 
century of history. I wish with the most 
dispassionate purpose to eon- 
sensus of the opinion of our brotherhood, 
including both laymen and ministers. I 
have prepared this questionnaire for that 
purpose, and I will weleome from any 
reader of The Christian Century a frank 
involved. In 


secure a 


expression on the issues 


l. Do you hold that Berkeley church is doing wrong in 
If so, please’ state why. 

2. If you disapprove of Berkeley’s practice do you con- 
sider it a grave and fundamental departure from the essen- 
tial principles of the Disciples, or is it one of those things 4. 
that lie naturally within the field of Christian liberty con- 
ceded by the genius of our movement to belong to the local 


receiving these Christian people? 


congregation? 


3. What is your opinion as to the action of the California 
convention in assuming to judge as to the orthodoxy of the 
church and to excommunicate it from their missionary codép- 
eration? Does the convention’s action, in your opinion, con- 


Mr. Richard Dickinson. 
a No. 


2. This is a question to be 
the local congregation. 

3. The convention exceeded its rights. It 
should have no authority to regulate the 
action of individual or local churches so long 
as their action does not embarrass or inter- 
fere with other congregations. The only 
difference I can see between this convention 
action and the ecclesiasticism of some of 
the denominations is that the latter are bet- 
ter organized, and I think a little more con- 
sistent in their action. 

4. Publish the facts. 
ment by public addresses. 
tice of the Berkeley church. 

Eureka. Tl. 


settled by 


Crystalize senti- 
Follow the prac- 


Mr. John B. White. 


1 I do not think that the Berkeley 
church is doing wrong in receiving into its 
fellowship any Christians. 

2. While I do not disapprove of Berke- 
ley’s practice, I think that its practice is 
a departure from the practice of most of 
our churches during their history. 

3. I think that the action of the Cali- 
fornia convention was narrow arm] sectarian 
and was as much the adoption of a creed 
as if it had been formally written and pub- 
lished. It was essentially a_ violation of 
our insistence that we have no creed, and 
are not creed-bound, and was essentially in 
violation of our honest insistence upon 
Christian unity. I must say, however, that 


! regard our insistence upon Christian unity, 
in so far as it has demanded conformance 
to our doctrine and practice as a condition 
of such unity, as 


essentially insincere and 


order that the reader may have clearly 
before him the material facts of the situ- 
ation let me state them, concisely, as I 
understand them: 

BERKELEY'S PRACTICE AND POINT OF VIEW. 

Berkeley church insists that it is loyal 
to every fundamental ideal of the Dis- 
eiples of Christ and that the step in 
question is nothing at all but a further 
logieal and fraternal application of both 
the principle of Christian unity and that 
of loyalty to Jesus Christ. 

It affirms that these persons whom it 
receives into its fellowship are Chris- 
tians, members of the Chureh of Christ; 
that Christ has already received them 
into his Chureh, whieh being so, a echureh 
of Christ has no choice save to receive 
them also. To refuse to receive them, 
the Berkeley church says, is essentially a 
sectarian act and a violation both of the 
will of Christ and the Disciples’ princi- 
ple of Christian unity. 

The chureh holds inviolate the practice 


THE QUESTIONS. 


unity? 


their error? 


dishonest and I think the masses of our peo- 
ple are getting ashamed of it. 

4. While I disapprove of the action of 
the California convention, I suggest that 
the best way to deal with it is to let the 
California corporation severely alone, pur- 
sue am undisturbed and serene mind and 
trust to Providence to rid us completely of 
sectarian narrowness and bigotry, such as 
was illustrated by the action referred to. I 
approve altogether of the action of the Ber- 
keley church and unless all our churches come 
to the same basis and practice, I trust that 
we will be honest enough to abandon our pre- 
tense of belief in and practice of Christian 
unity. The unity of the lion and the lamb 
lying down together. the lamb .n-ide of the 
lion, Was never particularly edifying. Let 
the good work of protest against this sort 
of thing which T kave herem condem.ned, 
go on. The truth must prevail. 

Adel, lowa. 


Mr. John T. Lillard. 

From the standpoint of true Christian spirit 
and doing as Christ himself would do, I think 
the Berkeley church is doing right.. From 
the standpoint of consistency to the teach- 
ings and views as to form ef baptism of 
Alexander Campbell and his pioneer asso- 
ciates, it is untactical and surrendering—in 
part—a strategic position occupied for more 
than half a century by one of the greatest 
denominational Christian churches of modern 
times. 

The action of the Berkeley church will 
give other denominations a splendid oppor- 
tunity of criticism and attack, viz., if Mr. 
Campbell’s interpretation of what is the only 
true form of baptism may be amended in 
part, may it not as a whole? 





of immersion only, in the administration 
of baptism to those who come into its 
membership by primary obedience. 

In the dismissal of an unimmersed 
member the church gives back the letter 
he brought with him, together with a let- 
ter of its own, commending the Christian 
character of the bearer and stating the 
fact as to his manner of being received 
into Berkeley church. The purpose of 
this is to avoid confusion or embarrass- 
ment to other churches of Disciples whieh 
might not wish to receive an unimmersed 
person into their membership. 

The Berkeley church and its pastor, H. 
J. Loken, hold, as I have no reason to 
doubt, the generally accepted evangelical 
views of the Bible and the Divinity of 
Christ and are in all respects faithful to 
the missionary imperative of our Lord, 
even to the point of extraordinary gener- 
osity. I do not know Mr. Loken person- 
ally, but he is described as a preacher of 
unusual power, and a humble and graci- 
ous Christian man. 

CHARLES CLAYTON Morrison 


stitute a violation of any fundamental principle held dear by 
the Disciples of Christ and essential to our program for 
Can you see any difference between ecclesiasticism 
and what this convention did? 

If you disapprove of the action of the convention what 
do you suggest should be done by the brotherhood outside 
of California to induce the California brethren to remedy 


In answering the above questions it is not necessary to 
re-write the questions. 
ber. Replies may be as brief as is consistent with clearness. 
Following are some replies that have already been received: 


They may be referred to by num- 


Then Mr. Campbell was not infallible in his 
exegesis upon the form of baptism, and if 
not infallible in that canon of his new 
pronouncement, he is not necessarily in- 
fallible in other parts of his exegetical scrip- 
tural formulae. 

We all know neither Mr. Campbell, nor Mar- 
tim Luther, nor John Knox, nor any other 
mere man has ever been infallible, but fol- 
lowers of Campbell and other great religious 
or political leaders always, for the time, re- 
gard the leader as infallible, whether in con- 
structive work—as framing our national con- 
stitution—or in interpretative work as that 
of Mr. Campbell in stating the essentials of 
Christ’s teachings im a form so compact it 
may be written on a visiting card. Non 
constat, Mr. Campbell, if living, might agree 
with the Berkeley church. He might or 
he might not, but the masses of Mr. Camp- 
bell’s followers are not sufficiently endowed 
with his brains and bigness to amend the 
words of Mr. Campbell, even though he might. 

It is evident that the time has come when 
an interpretation of Mr. Campbell’s interpre- 
tation is attempted by some of his followers. 
Who shall deny their right? 

Let me say that I consider Mr. Campbell 
the greatest of teachers and interpreters. | 
could not wish to be affiliated with any other 
denomination. The Christian or Disciples 
church meets my views and beliefs in all 
ways. As a member of that denomination 
I see no flaw in the attitude of the Berkeley 
church as a Christly and religious propo- 
sition; but I do see in it an entering wedge 
which might possibly go far to creating 
schism and disaster to the denomination. 

Personally I think baptism essentially is 
a matter of intent, and from within, and not 
external. The external form being merely 
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declaratory of an_ invisible internal heart 

change and good purposes. I think too much 

stress is placed on the outward proclamation 

of the change withim. The change or right- 

ness of heart being the real essential. 
Bloomington, III 


Mr. W. H. Cowdery. 

We are not at all in sympathy with the 
course pursued by the Berkeley church, and 
the pastor, H. J. Loken; neither can we ap- 
prove fully of the action taken by the Cali- 
fornia brethren at their convention. We be- 
lieve in treating those who would like to 
worship with us in the most courteous and 
kindly manner, recognizing their devotior 
and Christian qualities, but do not believe 
it necessary to ask that they become mem- 
bers of our congregations unless they are in 
full accord with those ordinances which we 
consider essential to the full obedience of 
the gospel. 

Cleveland. Ohio. 


Rev. 0. F. Jordan 

1. For some years I have believed it was 
wrong not to have fellowship with Chris- 
tians who had conscientious differences with 
us on the subject of baptism, for union and 
world-wide brotherhood are conceptions 
more fundamental to Christianity than its 
ordinances. At the same time, I have felt 
the necessity of providing that followship 
in such a way as may not unnecessarily 
antagonize Disciples who still view baptism 
in a legalistic way. Without criticising in 
any way the Berkeley church, I express the 
judgment that it is better to receive these 
unimmersed Christians as “members of the 
congregation.” 

2. I regard this question as one which 
lies entirely within the province of the local 
congregation to settle. Our motto for a 
hundred years has been “In matters of 
faith, unity; in matters of opinion, liberty: 
in all things, charity.” We have insisted 
that the unifying faith was a faith in Jesus 
as the Son of God. “Faith in an ordinance” 
was farthest from the thought of the fathers 
of our movement. 

3. Were the action of the Berkeley church 
as great a departure from the traditions of 
the Disciples as its critics say it is, it would 
still not be as great a departure from our 
ideals as a heresy trial and the excommuni- 
cation of a whole church, the conservative 
members with the progressive. At various 
times the fathers of the movement toler- 
ated with more or less hospitality the no- 
tion of fellowshiping all Christians with 
whatever baptism, but no leader of our 
movement ever tolerated the conception of 
our becoming a dogmatic and heresy-hunt- 
ing machine. Once we boasted we had 
never had a heresy trial. Are we now to 
become the narrowest of ecclesiastical in- 
stitutions? We will if we do not repudiate 
the conception held by the California con- 
vention. 

4. I feel that liberty-loving Disciples 
everywhere should protest through our pa- 
pers, and by letter to the California leaders, 
against the convention’s departure from 
our ideals. The state convention is on trial 
for heresy before the conscience of the 
brotherhood. We have no desire to deal 
with this heretic other than in Christian 
love and forbearance but we should not leave 
our erring brethren to interpret our silence 
as approval. 

Evanston, Ill. 


Rev. Joseph C. Todd. 

Personally my interest has always been 
practical and not doctrinal. I have given 
very little attention to doctrinal matters 
even in our own church and my opinions 
are worth little on such matters. However, 
[ will try and express the general position 
I hold on the questions you raise. 

1. I feel the Berkeley church is doing 
Wrong in receiving these Christian people 
because the present status of the Christian 
union movement and the comscience of our 
own people make such a practice productive 
of more harm than good to the kingdom of 
our Lord. 
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2. I believe it a grave and fundamental 
departure from the essential principles of 
the Disciples as set forth by the Campbells 
and their associates and as now conscien- 
tiously believed by 90 per cent of our church 
members. I think also it is a departure from 
the form of a New Testament ordinance 
and while in harmony with the irenic genius 
of our movement violates our position on 
authority, that is our attitude to the New 
Testament. 

3. I regret that the California convention 
took such action but believe they were act- 
ing with entire consistency. I do not be- 
lieve their action violates any fundamental 
principle essential to our program of unity. 
I believe there is a decided difference be- 
tween ecclesiasticism and what they did. 
However, it was a step toward the methods 
of ecclesiasticism and I feel the correction 
of the error of the Berkeley church could 
have been made better by methods of dis- 
cussion and conference rather than the use 
of the rights of an association. 

4. We have no means of influencing the 
California brethren other than those of try- 
ing to convince them it was a poor policy 
and failed to accomplish even that which 
it was intended to do. I think we should 
discourage such steps. However, I believe 
the Berkeley church was in error, but the 
Christian spirit is tolerant of honest error 
until it can be changed by more light. 

Bloomington, Ind. 


Judge Frederick A. Henry. 


Answering your questions very generally, 
I would not assume to pass judgment on the 
church at Berkeley that it is doing wrong: 
but, inasmuch as the course there pursued 
offends the conscience of a considerable num- 
ber of our brethren, I do not commend it to 
any other church. Without either commend- 
ing or condemning the action of the California 
convention, I regard contention on the subject 
as unprofitable. Any forcing of the issue 
on either side is bound to be divisive. Tem- 
perate discussion, without radical action by 
either churches or conventions, seems to be 
the desirable course to follow. 

Cleveland, 0. 


Mr. Joab H. Banton. 


It seems to me that we will have a clearer 
understanding if we remember that the Cali- 
fornia convention is a religious corporation, 
organized to promote religious and missionary 
activities in California, and, no doubt, the 
certificate of incorporation provides that cer- 
tain kinds of congregations only shall be 
members of the religious corporation. If that 
is the case, then the action of the convention, 
if the Berkeley congregation violated the 
terms of its membership in the corporation, 
is not only legal, but proper. It becomes a 
matter for the California brethren to consider 
whether they wish to amend their certificate 
of incorporation so as to include all religious 
bodies or not. It seems to me that it is not 
a matter of our concern, but is purely a local 
matter and the unfortunate injection of 
partisanship discussion into the situation will 
not help the solution of the problem. 

If, as I have assumed, this action is purely 
a corporate action, there is little to answer 
in the questions submitted. 

It is impossible to “excommunicate” a con- 
gregation of Disciples of Christ. Ours is a 
congregational government and there is no 
power superior to the congregation. That 
has been illustrated time and again to our 
detriment when one congregation has ex- 
pelled a minister for immoral acts and an- 
other congregation has employed him’ to 
preach. 

Whether or not the action of the Berkeley 
church is wise is a matter which is purely 
local. Im some communities, the reception 
of all believers on an equal basis would be 
wise and in some others, it would be unwise. 
In some communities (such as New York), 
the laws of the state provide that all persons 
regularly worshiping with, and regularly con- 
tributing to the financial support of, the 
congregation, become members of the cor- 
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poration owning the property and are en- 
titled to vote on all business matters affect- 
ing the corporation, but are not considered 
members of the spiritual body. It will be 
seen, therefore, that by the laws of this 
state, certain persons may become associate 
members of the congregation and even hold 
official positions in the corporation. 

If we let these matters work themselves 
out without becoming excited or losing our 
tempers, we shall do more towards main- 
taining a unity of faith than we would by 
violent discussion. 

New iork City. 


Mr. F. L. Oliphant. 
No. 
The latter. 
3. The convention made a mistake. It 
violated a fundamental principle of our move- 
ment. I can see no difference between ec- 
clesiasticism and what the convention did. 

4. Any effort to remedy might precipitate 
more trouble than now exists. It is a deli- 
cate problem. 

Vincennes, Ind. 


Rev. Wm. Dunn Ryan. 


1 and 2. While personally I do not ap- 
prove of the method adopted by the Berkeley 
church, I concede that they were within their 
rights as a local congregation. 

3. So far as I am able to judge, the con- 
vention arrogated to itself authority it 
could not by any possibility rightfully 
possess, and by its action violated the prin- 
ciples of individual liberty and congrega- 
tional autonomy which Disciples have always 
held dear. To my mind it was ecclesiasti- 
cism of a peculiarly flagrant type. 

4. The brotherhood may express its ap- 
proval or disapproval, but to undertake any 
authoritative action would be as unwarranted 
as the action of the Northern Califernia con- 
vention, itself. 

Youngstown, O. 


Rev. S. G. Fisher. 


1, Inexpedient therefore wrong. If we are 
to try to set before the world an example 
of congregations united im Christ on the 
apostolic model, we must, as nearly as pos- 
sible, in form and spirit be true to our under- 
standing of it. To weaken in our insistence 
on this point is to weaken the whole ideal. 
There is nothing to prevent under the Berke- 
ley plan that congregation or any congrega- 
tion from becoming a congregation of unim- 
mersed. And unimmersed majorities will not 
always yield to immersed minorities. The 
time will inevitably come when nothing will 
stop these majorities from changing the con- 
gregational constitution to suit their own 
convictions. 

2. I consider it a very serious question, 

a very dangerous thing, but not an absolute 
violation of all our cherished ideals, so would 
advise tolerance and long-suffering. I think 
in almost every case such men as Bro. Loken 
and the members of his church who agree 
with him, are essentially Disciples. Hence 
their congregation at present, at least, is 
a Disciple congregation. 
3. I think it their right but think they 
did wrong im exercising their right. No, as 
a missionary convention or society is not a 
church, or denomination and its action is not 
equivalent to an ecclesiastical action. How- 
ever, to me the spirit manifested (uncon- 
sciously I am sure) is decidedly an ecclesias- 
tical spirit I'd rather let alone. If the error 
cannot be met and overcome by reason and 
the Scripture, as Luther puts it, no amount 
of opposition of other kinds will avail. 

4. Do as we would be done by. Labor 
with the California brethren. Take common 
ground and keep to it just as far as possible. 
All denunciation and uncharitable statements 
should be eliminated. The brethren must be 
assumed to be actuated by as pure motives 
as the Berkeley people. Any other ground 
is untenable. If Christian love and exhorta- 
tion and reason will not work nothing else 
will. Keep sweet. 

Minneapolis, Minn. 












What Some Disciples Read 


A Scientific Analysis of a Religious Newspaper. 


BY O. J. COHEE. 


The following article was prepared by the author and is here given publicity in a purely disinterested spirit. 
There is no journalistic animus in it whatever, but the facts are set down for whatever importance they may 
in themselves possess. A newspaper is a mirror held up to society. A church newspaper mirrors the state 
of mind and types of interest of its particular constituency. As giving a line on the quality of mind of a con- 
siderable group of Disciples we believe the method followed by Mr. Cohee is valid and revealing. Because 
it is so, we have decided to publish his painstaking article, in the belief that our intelligent readers will dis- 
tinguish between a calm and systematic analysis of data and what might otherwise pass as a criticism or an 
‘‘attack’’ upon a ‘‘competitor.’’—Tue Epiror. 


T is generally enough conceded that 
one of the most potent social forces 
in American national life is the press. 
Yet in spite of this fact there is vir- 
tually nothing definitely known concern- 
ing the net stimulus to publie opinion 
given by the many thousands of daily 
papers, religious papers and magazines 
published in this country. We have no 
way of knowing, for example, the rela- 
tive attention given by the press of the 
country to political discussion as com- 
pared with cultural news or crime news. 
Who knows what the editors of the ecoun- 
try really give to their readers? One 
soon learns that this or that paper seems 
to print the kind of news matter that one 
likes and which seems to meet one’s 
needs, but this knowledge does not come 
from any scientific study of the facts. 


A SYSTEMATIC METHOD. 


When we turn to the management of 
the great business houses of our country 
we find a different condition. A great 
business house knows by a most careful 
system of bookkeeping just what type of 
yublicity pays, and what does not pay. 
By an analysis of these results the firm 
obtains definite knowledge as to what is 
the exact cost of producing certain defi- 
nite changes in the public mind. With 
this knowledge at their disposal they can 
change their advertising campaign to suit 
the needs of the times and occasions. If 
this method is so successful in business, 
why should not society study its own 
methods of producing its various types 
of social thinking by establishing an 
equally eareful system of bookkeeping. 
Why should not each religious denomina- 
tion have exact knowledge as to the class 
of reading matter that is going into the 
homes of its people? With this knowledge 
at their disposal it would be a more or 
less simple matter to determine the qual- 
ity of religious life and interest of the 
people of that religious group. 

To obtain the data for such a study the 
first step is to measure the number of 
linear column inches of space devoted, by 
a given paper, to the various classes of 
items or subjects printed. By classifying 
this measured material according to sub- 
jeet and geographic heads, we can ascer- 
tain accurately what the people are read- 
ing and thinking about. This quantita- 
tive analysis, carried far enough, would 
tell us with certainty the type of paper 
we are dealing with, and at the same 
what type of spiritual and 
mental life its readers possess. 


time suggest 


ARE DISCIPLES PROVINCIAL? 


The present analysis was undertaken in 
the endeavor to establish some correla- 
tion between the reading matter printed 
in one of our widely read religious papers 
and the often-heard criticism that some 
of our preachers and our people are pro- 
vincial. In an age when the church is 
striving to forget her differences in order 
that all believers may unite in aggressive 
action to Christianize the world, and 





when all Christians are striving to look 
beyond the limits of their denomination 
and see the whole world as a field for 
Christian service, is it not a _ serious 
charge if we so act and think and talk 
and write that people call us provincial? 
Can the men and women of our brother- 
hood afford to retire behind ‘‘our plea’’ 
and view the world from that safe retreat ? 
Is it wise to have our sympathies confined 
to our churches and our activities limited 
by the needs of our people only? Whether 
or not we have a paper in our brother- 
hood that tends to foster this provincial- 
ism is the object of the present study. 


MEASURING A NEWSPAPER. 


The particular paper examined was 
chosen because it boasts that it is the de- 
fender of the faith and because it has the 
largest circulation of any Disciple news- 
paper. Seventeen issues of the paper 
were examined, including the issues for 
the months of February to May inclusive, 
and 19,626 column inch space was meas- 
ured. Using this as a base number the 
percentages were derived. The results of 
the analysis ean best be shown in the fol- 
lowing table. 


much to bind the world together in bonds 
of loving fellowship. Granted that it is 
the duty of a denominational paper to 
print denominational news, it surely is 
not its sole duty. Is it more important 
for our people to know that the Fife 
brothers have closed a meeting at Can- 
ton with five additions than that they 
should be informed of some of the activ- 
ities of the Student Volunteer Movement, 
the Y. M. C. A., the Y. W. C. A., or of 
the movement for international peace, or 
the nation-wide movement for prohibi- 
tion? Surely these organizations also 
come within the province of a religious 
paper. Of what real value are these so- 
called news reports that they should oe- 
cupy the first place in our paper? 


SECOND PLACE TO APOCALYPTIC WRITINGS. 


The next largest item is what has been 
ealled apocalyptic writings. The editor 
of the paper devoted 3,525 column inches 
or 17.91 per cent of the total space to a 
fearful and wonderful interpretation of 
certain apocalyptic Seriptures, that were 
written under the stimulus of impending 
disaster or intense persecution. From 
Jesus’ time till now how many false 


Comparative Table of Results. 


Items Inches Per cent 

1. Notices from loeal churches and evangelists bp batbeod fs 26.95 

2. Apocalyptic interpretation ......cccdscvcccoccccvcccson ee \aknndinaed 17.91 
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+. Doctrinal diseussions (Disciples’ doctrines) ............ Pes 9.26 

5. Controversies with other papers ..........+eseeeeeeees (Moe 4.76 

6. Lives of men of our brotherhood...........cscccescees See cvveecee 4.46 

7. Activities of societies (Disciples)...............++++++ ME 4.12 

8. Controversies with Roman Catholie Church ........... Payee 4.03 

yD, chile dd occ i ee aban beaten eres nae Od i 

ee) I ns ccna y glean Bem bal atad wale edema a «hs eeuan 3.22 
EOE ae ee Ee, Se ee a See wawehwaeleee 
12. Doctrinal diseussions (Other Communions) .......... ee 6 cnn 
13. Schools and Colleges (Disciple)...............eeeeeeees ee. ssceneke 1.46 
14. Contributions and Benevolences..........cccccseseceses a ae 1.28 
15. Special movements (Disciple) ..........cccccsecccccce OL 1.01 
16. Denominational history (Disciple)................++++: | aero 0.78 
oie. BE Wad Pcannd ef tRER Gh donate kkk SERENE DOE Ver ehases a 0.68 
18. General religious matter (Disciples)..............+++++- Pre 0.58 
Be: CORR, Bee CROUROIEE GRE WEEE cccccccccnccccctssices Oe .acosceen 0.52 
es SD 00d diet ithin nd UEkaewe tour O.eny os naahnrnbeneine ae 0.44 
21. General Religious (Other Communicns) ............... 7 nes sane 0.38 
22. Eeonomie and Governmental News............+e.eeee0. a: insane 0.25 
Rey Se Sah ae ne eae co oon kellie we cedar thee tneeas —s wren} 0.23 
24. Chureh Polities and Government ........cccccccccccces De weke.eae 0.15 
De SE EE cn ccvensuseae kp detest enbUuceoseuttrcbeey SB -svvstued 0.13 
on ne ad ne ae here ae werk omar ele Oe ee eee 0.12 
27. Preparation of men for the ministry................000. } are 0.05 
- Me. te” RA A ere ee eee 7 .éecntee 0.03 
29, Interdenominational organizations................s.e+: © dakecutt 0.02 
5 EE D> it chal dele can 0p akGnte dean kee ob eaedieckowubes SB . ss ceetuen 0.01 


A glance at the above table will show 
where the emphasis is placed in the paper 
under examination. In the seventeen is- 
sues analyzed, over 5,270 inches of column 
space was devoted to notices from our 
churehes. This is over 26 per cent of the 
total space for that period. During the 
same period only four inches of space, or 
two-hundredths of one per cent, was de- 
voted to those great interdenominational 
activities whose influence is doing so 





prophets have arisen, set the time for the 
coming of the, end of the world, the pun- 
ishment of the wicked, the reign of jus- 
tice and have led their deluded disciples 
astray? Cannot we be content with the 
assurance of Jesus that only ‘‘the Father 
knoweth the day of the coming.’’ Would 
it not be better for us to discredit such 
bizarre attempts to misinterpret Serip- 
ture than to give them the second place 
in one of our church papers. Is it pos 
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sible that our people feed their spiritual 
life with such food? 

Again we notice that children’s stories 
and stories of travel rank third in im- 
portance with 1,896 inches or 9.26 per 
cent of the total space. 

We find that the next largest amount 
of space is given over to the discussion 
of points of doctrine. Almost ten per 
eent of the paper is given over to the dis- 
eussion of the perfection of ‘‘our plea,’’ 
and the validity of ‘‘our position,’’ and 
the desirability of church union on the 
basis of our doctrines. 


DISPUTES WITH OTHER PAPERS. 


But the one item that is very significant 
in determining the policy of the paper in 
t question is number 5. Here we find that 
976 inches or 4.76 per cent of space is 
given over to disputes and controversies 
with other men and papers of our brother- 
hood. Add to this the space devoted to 
controversy with the Catholie Church and 
we have the great total of 1,768 inches or 
8.76 per cent of the total news space de- 
voted to bitter disputes with men on dif- 
ferences of doctrine; rejoicings at misfor- 
tunes that are befalling other creeds; and 
criticisms of other men’s positions. We 
know that this is not Christianity. We 
may differ widely on points of doctrine; 
we may find many subjects worthy of a 
. full and free diseussion and in the end 
still be friends and fellow workers. Con- 
troversy, jealousy, self-satisfaction, self- 
exaltation,—these things do not make 
Christianity. All men know further that 
this is Christianity: To love our God with 
all our heart, to love our neighbor as our- 
selves, and to follow Jesus Christ. Why 
should not our paper preach this vital 
doctrine and it will have little time left 


wT erwvee wry? lUSeUCU 


THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY 


for criticism of those whose revelation of 
truth may have differed from its own. 


READERS FIND WHAT SUITS THEM. 


It is not unreasonable to suppose that 
persons reading a paper week after week 
find in that paper that which their taste 
desires, and also find discussions of those 
matters in which they are most deeply 
interested. The stock raiser reads his 
Breeder’s Magazine to learn how to im- 
prove his cattle. The farmer reads his 
farm journal in the attempt to produce 
better crops. The advertiser reads an ad- 
vertising journal. Following the analogy, 
we read a religious paper with the hope 
ot finding discussed therein those matters 
that are of importance to us as men of 
religion. As religious men and women 
are we not interested in the life after 
death; in the character of Christ and His 
place in our life, in God, in the Bible, in 
the value of prayer, in Paul and his place 
in our Christian religion? As a teacher 
of religion, as a seeker after truth, these 
cannot be far from my mind. And yet 
there is no interpretation of these great 
fundamentals through seventeen issues of 
this Christian paper. This paper boasts 
that it stands for the old religion. Might 
we not ask with justice, what old relig- 
ion? Contrast this neglect with the fact 
that during the same period almost a tenth 
of a mile of space was devoted to thickly 
padded reports from churches, that 3,525 
eolumn inches was devoted to a ‘‘Great 
Demonstration’’ of very doubtful value, 
that over eight per cent of the space was 
taken up by bitter criticisms of men 
whose conceptions of truth differed from 
our editors. Can it be possible that our 
people do not feel the utter lack of spirit- 
uality of the paper? Can it be possible 
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that our people are the kind of people 
represented in this newspaper mirror? 
Can it be possible that we whose plea for 
unity should make us the most catholic 
of all Christians are thus provincial and 
sectarian ? 


RESULTS SUMMARIZED. 


To sum up briefly the results of our 
examination, we find that 15,796 column 
inches or 82.7 per cent of the total space 
is given over to matter purely denomina- 
tional in character. Add to this the space 
devoted to stories and we have 92.2 per 
cent. This leaves us less than 8 per cent 
of the space to be devoted to the great 
Christian denominations and to the great 
movements outside of denominationalism, 
and to the diseussion of those Christian re- 
alities dear to the heart of all the churches. 
We have already seen that hardly a word 
is printed about the last named, about 
which, as Christians, we should be most 
deeply interested. Almost nothing like- 
wise, is said of those great movements 
that are shaking the church to its foun- 
dations. What of social service? What 
of Christian unity? What of the Y. M. 
C. A.? What of the Y. W. C. A.? All 
these are mighty movements and they are 
doing much to hasten the coming of the 
kingdom of God on earth. They are of 
importance to the church and to all those 
Christians whose religious experience is 
not bounded by the four walls of a de- 
nomination. Then is it not sad that 
in this age in which men are striv- 
ing to realize the best spiritual ideals, 
and in which they are striving to advance 
beyond denominational boundaries we 
Disciples should be the kind of people to 
whom a newspaper fostering denomina- 
tionalism and provincialism should make 
any appeal at all? 


The Cross-Maker 


It was the fairest tree on that fair hill! 
As boy and man I’d rested ‘neath its shade, 


When heat was burning up the grass. A tree 
Well-planted by the Lord, both tall and straight, 
It grew on lands owned by Ben-David’s son. 


“ MADE His cross! I knew not what I did!’’ 


That I, in ignorance, had framed the wood 

On which the kindly Man was doomed to die. 
‘*Pair tree,’’ I cried, ‘‘why did I cut thee down? 
Thou wert all innocent. O cursed axe 

That felled thee to the earth, and roughly shaped 
Thee to.a bitter cross! ‘Twas thus I raved; 
And then I followed with the crowd, in hope 


I paid some silver to the youth; all day 

I spent to cut it down and trim it clean; 

A day I took to saw it into parts 

To serve as uprights for a house. I paid 

A man and ox to haul it to my shop; 

And here it lay until a Roman came 

And cried, ‘‘Three crosses speedily I want.’’ 
My son and I straightway with saw and bolts 
Soon made the frames and got our silver coins. 

I marked the crosses with my mark, by use, 

And then the soldier, with his men, dragged hence 
The crosses to the hated Roman jail. 

The mob swept past my door. I heard the cry 
To ‘‘crucify!’’ I saw the Rabbi, One 

Whose words I’d heard, and whom I’d seen to heal 
The lepers and the blind. I’d hoped that He 
Had come to free us from our cursed yoke. 

I knew the priests much hated Him, but I 
Believed Him guarded by the pecple’s love. 
But now He bore a cross, and ’mid the throng 
Was hurried onward to the place of death. 

In that swift moment, as He passed, I saw 
My workman’s mark upon His cross, and knew 


That those strong men who long had walked with 


Him 
And been His friends, would boldly rescue Him. 


* * . 
At last, I saw them nail Him to the cross, 
And set it in its place, between two thieves. 
I wept, and when the crowds had drawn away 
I went up near and said, ‘‘A workman I; 
In ignorance I cut the tree and made 
Thy cross, not knowing Thou wouldst suffer here. 
Forgive, that I by work upon the wood 
Have taken part in this Thy dreadful pain.’’ 
He uttered nought, but tenderly He looked 
On me and smiled. I knew He did not hate 
Or curse me for my deed. Yet I have mourned 
My act. They say He’s risen from the grave; 
If so, I’d say to Him I meant no wrong. 
Dost think He lives? Canst tell me where He is? 
I wish to tell Him I repent I made 
His cross. ’Tis sad, although in ignorance, 
I made for Him the cross of shame and pain. 
Catvin Diut WILSON. 
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EDITORIAL 


SEPTEMBER STANDS FOR CHURCH EXTENSION. 


O EDITORIAL on this page nor article in this paper 

N contains in equal space so important a message as 

this which reminds every reader of the annual offer- 

ing for Chureh Extension to be taken next Sunday and 
every Sunday in September. 

In churehes where the budget plan is followed the pastor 
ought to utilize this psychological moment to instruct his 
people on this far-reaching enterprise of the Kingdom, even 
though no collection. is taken. And churches whose mission- 
ary giving is not organized on the budget plan should fall 
into step with their comrades the country over and make a 
generous offering. 

Chureh Extension no longer needs an apologetic. Its work 
is its sufficient apologetic. The number of churches made 
possible by its aid is now a great multitude, and their very 
existence is a living demonstration of its radical importance. 

Make your congregation’s ears ring, brother minister, with 
the clang of hammer and trowel arising from the houses of 
worship under construction in new communities as a result 
of Chureh Extension. 

And make their hearts burn to have fellowship in a work 
so evidently blessed of God. 


LET THE DISCUSSION BE CHRISTIAN! 


ISCIPLES of Christ seem just now to be facing the 
deepest-going questions they have met with in their 
entire history. The controversy over missionary soci- 


eties and the use of instrumental music in worship, fifty 
years ago, was superficial when compared to the differences 
that now find expression amongst us. This is a time to test 
the spiritual mettle of every soul of us. 

Three courses are open to us. 

One is to suppress our convictions, to put a seal upon our 
lips, to stand and watch this movement of ours proceed in 
what seems to us the wrong direction and, for the sake of the 
peaceful turning of the wheels of our organized acivities, or 
on account of the personal discomfort involved, to refuse to 
let the sentiments of our hearts be known. 

Another is to ruthlessly plunge the brotherhood into fierce 
factional strife by brash and bigoted speech, and by unfra- 
ternal and ill-considered action. 

The third course open to us is to speak bravely, 
frankly, temperately, in a Christian-minded discussion, hold- 
ing fast to the faith that however deep-going our differences 
may be our unity is deeper-going, to remember that on both 
sides we are actuated by the same motive of loyalty to the 


out 


will of Christ. 

Chis third course is the course The Christian Century earn- 
estly desires to take and to see all its readers take. 

We believe that a full, open discussion, participated in by 
every interested layman and minister, is the only safe path- 
way for us at this time. 

For years the problems we are now 
been steadily definite outline. The 
our CHARACTER as a people is now in the balance. 
all the serious questions before us reduce themselves to this 


facing have 
question of 


Practically 


twenty 
assuming 


single issue: 

Whether we Disciples are to take our place in the midst of 
the denominations, as one of them, having fixed customs and 
fixed definitions of belief, departure from which involves a 
chureh or an individual in ecclesiastical ostracism; or to make 
good our historie purpose to be a common denominator of 
the denominations—one with their churches in all things essen- 
tial to the Church of Christ and at variance with their 
ehurehes only in the things that pertain to the denominational 
order. 

Time and again during the past century this question has 
flitted in and out upon our pathway, but now at last it has 





taken up a position fairly in the foeus of our vision, and it 
must be thought through. 

The voices that counsel suppression and silence are as futile 
as they are mistaken. They are futile because the problem is 
a moral problem. It is not just a question of consistency or 
inconsistency. It does not belong merely to the realm of 
theory. The question strikes deep into the conscience—on 
both sides it strikes deep into the conscience. Advocates of 
the practice of Christian unity are impelled by the will of 
Christ. Advocates of the practice of restricted membership 
are no less moved by the will of Christ. 

It is a moral problem. It cannot be smothered without sin. 

Can we not stand all together in the presence of Christ 
and talk it out? Cannot we Disciples, all of us earnestly striv- 
ing to be loyal to him, give the world a proof of the power 
of his Spirit to calm our tempers while we seek to know what, 
in truth, his will for us is? 

That is what we have always claimed loyalty to his will 
would do for others. Shall we not give Christ a chance to do 
as much for us, now? 


THE MINISTRY OF JOHN TUCKE. 
ia E WAS only twenty-one when he graduated from Har- 


vard, and he cherished ambitions for a great career; 

but he found his field of labor on the Isles of Shoals, 
and there he lived, labored and died. Bleak and desolate 
then as now, those islands now practically uninhabited, 
sustained a population of over 1,000 souls. They were rough, 
profane and ignorant people for the most part, if we are to 
trust either the reports to the missionary societies or the 
later sketches of Celia Thaxter, and a ministry among them 
never have been replete with pleasant intellectual com- 
panionships for a college bred man. The men were notori- 
ously given to drink; the women were violent scolds. It was 
said that no community in New England consumed so much 
rum in proportion to its population as that on the Isles of 
Shoals. Yet among these people John Tucke, Master of 
Arts, lived and wrought and suffered and died. 

Twenty-one was he when he left college; seventy-one when 
he died; and the earth of Star Island yielded grudging room 
for a shallow grave for his remains. 

And to what end was it all? 

The population, driven out by the war of 1812, never re- 
turned in sufficient numbers to reestablish the precarious 
prosperity of former days; the little chureh declined in mem- 
bership and finally disappeared; the little stone meeting 
house stood empty and silent as the grave of John Tucke. 
What had been the use of it all? 

To have given one’s life with this result, that a thousand 
rough and otherwise unshepherded people became a little less 
rough, a little less besotted, a little less brutal, was some- 
thing, surely. To have left behind a record of righteousness 
and constant Christian helpfulness, was a thing worth while. 
But this was not all. For eighteen summers now there has 
been held annually on the Isles of Shoals a notable religious 
assembly, and one of its daily features is the morning and 
evening services of devotion in the bare little old church, in 
which the name and work of John Tucke are often men- 
tioned with examples of fidelity, earnestness, and Cliristian 


can 


zeal. 

More than 100 years ago a slab was erected above his grave 
bearing this testimony: 

‘(He was affable and polite in his manner, amiable in his 
disposition, of great piety and integrity, given to hospital- 
ity, diligent and faithful in hs pastoral office, well learned in 
history and geography, and a eareful physician both to the 
bodies and the souls of his people.’’ 

A century the inscription stood, and was replaced when 
the storms had worn it to illegibility; and in 1914 a massive 





















































granite monument was erected visible far out to sea, and on 
it was copied the old inseription. 

Thus is preserved imperishably the name of a man of abil- 
ity and learning, who served God and his own generation in 
a humble place, but whose memory is treasured as an inspira- 
tion to countless thousands. 


BAPTISMAL BRIBERY. 


APTISTS and Disciples are often criticised by their 
B Christian neighbors for their alleged overemphasis of 

baptism and especially their emphasis upon immersion. 
But we have yet to find in either of these communions an 
instance of superstition and bad taste so glaring as the fol- 
lowing taken from the calendar of a Methodist church not a 
thousand miles from Chicago: 


Baptisms WitH River JorpAN WATER 

Sunday morning, Aug. 2, Doctor Frye will baptize, infants 
and adults with water he brought from the sacred river 
Jordan. No matter whether church members or not, parents 
or others presenting children for baptism will be accepted. 
Same with adults. This privilege is only once perhaps in a 
lifetime. The baptismal certificate will contain a note of 
water from the Jordan. Members will be received by letter 
and by profession of faith. Do not miss this most beautiful 
service. You will never forget it. 


The Standard (Baptist), commenting on the above, char- 
acterizes it as the offer of ‘‘a sort of prize package in every 
baptismal certificate, with no blanks.’’ That seems to fit the 


case exactly. 

| seems to have decided that, on the whole, the 
California situation cannot be defended. It leaves 

the problem with those who are advocating representative 

conventions, and asks: 


THREE VIEWS. 
PON giving it a second thought the Christian Standard 


If we are to have delegate bodies, with the local church as a unit, by 
what means shall just such issues as this [the case of the Berkeley 
church] kept out? Would they not be relevant and unavoidable 
from the very nature of the case ? Then, representatives of the 
churches—that is, the churches acting by representatives—would 
be settling questions of doctrine—the very thing we are set not 
to do. We leave this question to be settled by our friends who are 
promoting the delegate convention scheme. 


This paragraph has the fine virtue of being candid. The 
Standard thus declares its disapproval of the whole excom- 
munication proceeding at Berkeley. It was ‘‘the very thing 
we [Disciples] are set not to do.’’ If its editor had been 
there he would have stood with Dr. Breeden and Mr. Me- 
Cartney against Mr. Smither and Mr. Ware and Mr. Rus- 
sell. 

The ‘‘Standard’’ is opposed to delegate conventions, such 
as they have in California, because it regards the raising of 
such issues as this as inherent and inevitable in such a con- 
vention. 

The ‘‘Evangelist’’ favors delegate conventions and argues 
that such action as the California convention took is justi- 


fied because, forsooth, the convention has the ‘‘right’’ to 
take it! It has the ‘‘right’’ to determine its own member- 
ship. It has the ‘‘right’’ to reject eredentials from any 


chureh whose doctrines or local practices may not conform 
to the orthodoxy of the majority. It has the ‘‘right’’ to con- 
stitute itself an ecelesiasticism. 

The Christian Century favors delegate conventions also, 
and while it does not dispute the ricut of such conventions 
to do what the ‘‘Evangelist’’ insists they have the right 
to do it declares that, being conventions of Disciples of 
Christ, they oucHr not do such things. 

It is within the ‘‘rights’’ of sueh a convention to exelude a 
chureh which uses an organ in its worship, or employs a min- 
































ister at a stipulated salary. Many other narrow and sectarian 
things such a convention has the ‘‘right’’ to do. It has the 
‘*right’’ to bar out Socialists or believers in the pre-millenial 
theory of the second coming. 

It is a mere truism to say that a delegate convention has 
the ‘‘right’’ to determine its own membership. It is nét a 
question of ‘‘rights’’ but of principles, of ideals. 

The whole question of delegate conventions comes back to 
this: What do you want delegate conventions ror? If 
they are wanted in order to obtain uniformity in doctrine 
and congregational practice, The Christian Century is against 
them. As we pointed out a year ago, we have grave doubts 
that certain of its advocates KNow what they want the dele- 
gate convention for. Certainly, a convention which limited its 
legitimate function only by its ‘‘rights’’ would quickly prove 
itself a bane and a blight upon our movement. 

But a delegate convention organized for PRACTICAL MIS- 
SIONARY PURPOSES and welcoming credentialled representa- 
tives from any church of Christ that chose to send them 
would make for order and efficiency in the work of the gos- 
pel, and for the advancement of the cause of Christian unity. 


STOP THE LEAK AT THE TOP. 


HERE has been much recent discussion of the loss of 
fe leadership in the ministry through the dropping out of 
many of the men most fitted to be leaders. Hundreds 
of young idealists, we are told, are doing their work outside the 
chureh when they should be doing it within, and the reasons 
given are partly, but only partly, theological. One of the most 
serious leaks in the ministry is in the loss of successful pas- 
tors at middle age who withdraw and enter commercial or other 
occupations, not because their theology is at fault, nor because 
they are disinclined to work, but because they foresee the time 
when they will be cast adrift with no provision for their old age. 
There are at present a number of men of high intellect- 
ual and spiritual attainments, who have served successfully as 
pastors, and who are out of employment because churches fear 
to employ men of fifty or over. The strong church seeking a 
pastor prefers one about thirty-five, a man of experience, a 
man who has been tested and proved successful, and who is 
ready for ten or fifteen years of the most strenuous and fruit- 
ful work. Those years it takes from him, giving him in return 
a comfortable salary, perhaps the first on which he can actu- 
ally save a little money, but nowhere nearly enough if in those 
fifteen years he is to provide for the twenty-five years before 
his death at seventy-five. The minister remembers that con- 
gregations are fickle, that any two or three disgruntled famil- 
ies can, if they will, unseat him, and he does not wish to stay 
beyond his weleome. He becomes restless for fear the church 
may become restless, and when,he makes overtures to churches, 
he finds he is ten or fifteen years too old. He is vigorous, suec- 
cessful, but the suggestion has now and then been made that 
a younger man would be more effective with the young people, 
and he would prefer to go before he is wanted to go. 

But where shall he go? Dozens of churches would be proud 
of him, if only he were thirty-five instead of fifty. Not but that 
he is all right now, but churches fear to have a minister grow- 
ing old on their hands. 

No one panacea exists for this unfortunate condition, but one 
thing could be done that would help it. That would be an 
adequate retiring fund for all ministers who have rendered 
faithful service and for whose present service the churches 
have no demands. Men could then continue to the full end of 
their pastorates knowing that when they could no longer serve 
they would be adequately provided for. It also would doubt- 
less do something toward making it more possible to attract 
worthy young men into the ministry. We do not think it 
would do everything, perhaps less than those who are promot- 
ing the cause expect. But it would be a just and righteous 
thing for the churches to do, and it would have something to do 
with stopping the leak at the top. 
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Seattle Churches Move Toward Unity. 

A significant movement is reported 
from Seattle, Wash. The pastors and 
people of Seattle are planning to launch 
a co-operative social service work this 
fall which bids fair to revolutionize the 
work of the Seattle churches, and to go a 
long way toward bringing about Chris- 
tian unity. During the last three years 
a wave of sentiment has swept the coun- 
try which has opened wide the fields of 
co-operative social endeavor. Boy scouts, 
civie centers, elder brother and circles 
and clubs of many spheres of action have 
turned the churehes swiftly into a cur- 
rent that the centuries had left untouched. 
The Seattle plans will include the plat- 
ting of the city into districts, each of 
will be studied, classified and in- 
Suburban ehurehes and the pre- 
Inde to their union as seen in the inter- 
minable sequence of union meetings for 
these many months, will pool their labors 
and the whole district in which they are 
placed will be the object of solicitude to 
their joint attention. A council, com- 
posed of representatives of every church 
in the city, will plan and care for the 
labors of the whole, strengthening outly- 
ing outposts that show weakness, solving 
problems of duplication and maintaining 
a house-to-house and individual check 
upon the entire population of the city. 
Representation, as tentatively planned, 
will be based upon membership, and la- 
bors will be proportioned in the same 
manner. This would place Dr. M. A. Mat- 
thews, already distinguished for wide 
missionary zeal in the city and its sub- 
urbs, in a position of further influence, 
and further permit the mother churches 
downtown to continue to exercise their 
influence and protection to the churches 
and missions founded under their care. 
Parochial lines will disappear, and pas- 
tors themselves will move freely from 
their own church to their neighbors. 
By the same means, a larger com- 
munity life is to be developed. In 
many directions this will go as far as 
the actual services, but in some eases, 
notably of the larger churches, this is im- 
possible, and their interests will be con- 
fined to the field of social service, which 
it is planned will comprise everything 
from the courts and the stockade to the 
visitors passing through the city. 


Jesus Christ and the War. 

Before the outbreak of the war in Eu- 
rope, Sir William Robertson Nicoll pub- 
lished in The British Weekly a series of 
editorials on ‘‘The Difference That Christ 
is Making.’’ He traced a multitude of 
particulars in which the ideals of Christ 
have transformed modern society—many 
really monumental differences, indeed, 
which the Christ has made within the 
last two generations. The Continent sug- 
gests that probably Dr. Nicoll would ad- 
mit now, as a supplement to his series, 
the sorrowful acknowledgment that Jesus 
has not yet made enough difference in the 
world to render war impossible. Yet, 
continues the Continent, all Christians 
know that that is not an acknowledgment 
of powerlessness in Jesus. He would 
have made even that difference if his fol- 
lowers had been everywhere instant and 
constant champions of his loving spirit 
The inevitable confession is 


which 
dexed. 


among men. 





that war exists in the world today be- 
eause men who aecepted Christ’s name 
have been, such a host of them, too selfish 
to live his life. 


Christian Unity in Japan. 

William Imbrie, the veteran Presbyte- 
rian missionary in Japan, has done an 
excellent service to missionary unity not 
alone in Japan but in all missionary 
lands, by publishing a little pamphlet en- 
titled ‘‘Church Unity in Japan,’’ which 
gives the history of all the efforts made 
since the introduction of Christianity 
into that empire for the realization of the 





Dr. Ozora 8. Davis, President of Chicago 
Theological Seminary, Congregational, 
which will henceforth be affiliated 


with the University of Chicago on 
the same basis as the Disciples 
Divinity House. 


ideal of chureh for the Protestant 
Christians at least. Dr. Imbrie makes it 
plain that the situation today is very 
much better than when he and his com- 
panions of four decades since applied 
themselves to the unification problem. 


one 


Wilson Praises Christian Religion. 

At the opening of the Methodist Uni- 
versity at Washington, President Wilson 
declared that ‘‘scholarship has usually 
more fruitful when associated with 
religion, and scholarship has never, so 
far as I can at this moment recollect, 
been associated with any religion except 
the religion of Jesus Christ.’’ 


Dr. Mott’s Trip Postponed. 

Owing to the war, the proposed trip of 
John R. Mott to the near east this fall in 
the interest of the continuation commit- 
tee has had to be abandoned. The war 
has also demoralized the World Christian 
Association, which has headquarters at 
Geneva, for three of its leaders, Secre- 
tary Fermand, of Switzerland and Seere- 
tary Sauttern of France and Secretary 
Childius of Germany have been recalled 
to their own countries to fight. 


been 


Seattle Pastor to Preach Peace in East. 

Dr. Mark A. Matthews has requested a 
leave of absence covering from six to 
nine months in 1916, when he plans to 
visit Japan and China in the interests of 
international peace. He will also spend 


some time in the holy land. Dr. Mat- 
thews has been pastor of Seattle First 
Presbyterian Chureh thirteen years. 


Dr. Daniel Bliss, 91. 

Dr. Daniel Bliss, founder and presi- 
dent-emeritus of Syrian Protestant Col- 
lege at Beirut, passed his ninety-first 
birthday Aug. 17. His health is exeel- 
lent, and, in spite of his years, Dr. Bliss 
retains a vigor and zest of life that many 
a younger man might envy. His son, Dr. 
Howard S. Bliss, is the present president. 


Moving Pictures for Church Use. 

Dr. William Carter. of New York City, 
is at work on a great series of Biblical 
and missionary moving pictures for 
chureh use. 


Chautauqua Movement Has Birthday. 
The chautauqua idea is not dying, al- 
though it is forty years old. On August 
4, the mother chautauqua at Chautauqua, 
N. Y., celebrated her fortieth birthday. 
The origin of the movement is as follows: 
In 1874 under the leadership of John H. 
Vineent, later Bishop Vincent of the 
Methodist Episcopal Chureh, a gathering 
of Sunday-scheol teachers and ministers 
held a conference at Chautauque, N. Y., 
the outeome of which was the establish- 
ment of the chautauqua as an institution. 
It is reported that this summer 3,000 
chautauquas are being held in the towns 
and cities of the United States to which 
8,000,000 persons will have paid admis- 
sion, amounting to a total of $7,500,000. 


Christian Union Idea Again Wins. 

At the University of Oregon recently 
an interdenominational conference was 
held attended by eighty-one ministers, rep- 
resenting eight religious bodies. The ex- 
periment is to be repeated on a larger 
seale it is reported. A volunteer commit- 
tee was authorized to make a survey of 
religious conditions in Oregon and see 
what might be done to remedy ‘‘over- 
churehed’’ conditions. It was agreed 
that one enthusiastic, hopeful church, 
well equipped in every way, would be of 
far greater value to a community than 
five feeble churches dragging out a 
starved existence. 


Federal Council to be Incorporated. 

Representative Roberts of Massachu- 
setts has introduced a bill for the ineor- 
poration in the District of Columbia of 
the Federal Council of the Chureh of 
Christ in America. More than 100 in- 
corporators are named, including elergy- 
men and laymen of virtually all the Prot- 
estant denominations. According to the 
bill the council will be organized for the 
purpose of promoting friendship service 
and co-operation among the churches 
constituting said federal council, secur- 
ing large efficiency in their work, prevent- 
ing duplication of effort and expenditure 
and increasing their influence by united 
action. The council would be empowered 
to aequire and hold property in the Dis- 
triet of Columbia to the extent of $1,000,- 
000, to be exempt from taxation. 


Sunday-school Leaders to South America. 

Amid all the wars and rumors of wars 
nothing has yet transpired to interfere 
with the eruise of the Sunday-school 
boat, ‘‘Lapland,’’ around South Amer- 
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jea next January. The vessel will fly 
a neutral flag and will be sailing 
entirely in neutral waters far from the 
seene of probable conflict. The manager 
of the tour reports that there has been 
no appreciable falling-off in the bookings. 
Sunday-school workers who have been 
disappointed in being forcibly deprived 
of a trip to Europe might go to South 
America instead in company with the 
band of Sunday-schoo! leaders and ex- 
perts who are to visit the mission sta- 
tions of all the leading port cities of 
South America. Those interested are 
urged to write at once to Mr. Frank L. 
Brown, Joint General Secretary of the 
World’s Sunday-school Association, Met- 
ropolitan Tower, New York. 


Citizenship Day, October 18. 

Christian Endeavor leaders, through 
their good citizenship secretary. Mr. Dan- 
iel Poling, are announcing ‘‘ Citizenship 
Day’’ for observance throughout the 
country October 18. President Wilson 
writes to Mr. Poling, commending the 
idea as follows: 

Your letter of recent date, which 
would have been answered sooner had I 
not been confined to my room with a cold, 
interests me very much indeed. I want 
to say very cordially that the observation 
of a ‘‘Good Citizenship Day’’ seems to 
me full of possibilities for the right kind 
of stimulation and instruction in the du- 
ties and privileges of good citizenship, 
and I hope sincerely that the plans for 
the observation of such a day may be car- 
ried to a suecessful consummation. As 
for the date to be chosen, I should think 
that probably the date that you suggest 
in October would find more people at their 
homes and at their customary occupations 
than the date immediately preceding the 
Fourth of July. Otherwise, I see no 
ground for preferring the one date to 
the other.’’ 


Congregationalists Report Gains. 
The Congregational Year Book has ap- 
peared and presents some interesting 
figures. The reports indicate that: sub- 
stantial gains have been made during 
the year in membership, in number of 
churches and in support of missions. The 
number of churches in 1913 was 6,064; in 
1914, 6,096; a gain of 32 churches. To 
this should be added the number of mis- 
sion churehes belonging to the American 
Board, 2,168. The 1913 enrollment 
showed 743,016 members, that of 1914 
reaches 750,193, a gain of 7,177. The 
mission churches of the American Board 
enroll 83,152 making a grand total of 
833,345. Sunday-sehools number 698,- 
010, a gain of 22,333, to which should be 
added 42,754 in mission and independent 
schools, making a total enrollment of 
740,764. Young people’s societies show 
the last year 124,654, at present 126,565, 
gaining 1,911 members. Benevolent offer- 
ings to societies reach $1,245,185, a gain 
of $27,665. The total of Congregational 
benevolence for the year is $2,593,017, a 
gain of $229,433, and the amount of home 
expenditures has climbed to a total of 
2,202, a gain for the vear of $1,- 
504,584. The chureh has, therefore, re- 
corded gains in every department, of 
which the financial side appears large. 
The annual gifts of Congregational 
thurehmen for home purposes, therefore, 
appear to total over $15 per member, and 
their contributions to benevolence nearly 
$4 each. The gain of church members is 
noticeably double that of the previous 
year. The average salary of the Congre- 
gational minister has reached $970. 
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Peace Conference Discusses War 
The Outbreak of the European War and the Peace Conference at Constance. 
BY SIDNEY L. GULICK. 


Representative of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America. 


At the very hour when the eighty dele- 
gates of the Church Peace Conference 
should have gathered for their first for- 
mal session, they were in full flight for 
England on the last train from Constance, 
while on the date set for the Roman 
Catholic Conference at Liege, that city 
was repelling a furious attack from a 
German army, in which nearly 30,000 of 


the flower of the land were killed or 
wounded. 
But the Protestant Conference was 


held nevertheless and was not in vain. 
Lovers of peace saw afresh the urgency 
of their cause. They realized in actual 
experience the truth of their utterance 
that civilization goes forward by credit 
and good will among men, not by brute 
foree. At the first real suspicion of war, 
all the eustomary conveniences of civili- 
zation, nay even the necessities of life, 


vanished gs if by magic. Railroads 
eeased to run. Tens of thousands of 


travelers were stranded in the midst of 
hostile lands. Banks closed and not a 
cent of money could be had, though men 
might have thousands of dollars duly 
certified by their letters of credit. Pos- 
tal and telegraph service and all hotels 
were entirely disorganized, and also every 
industrial enterprise, for the orders for 
mobilization at once withdrew from every 
establishment all the able-bodied men 
liable to military service. 

Famine at no distant date stares many 
parts of Europe in the face—widespread 
and fatal as no natural famine in Eu- 
rope has ever been. Germany is sur- 
rounded by foes prepared either to at- 
tack her or at least to defend their neu- 
trality, with all their power. While the 
rulers of Germany apparently recognize 
no treaty obligations or solemn pledges 
of neutrality if they conflict with her in- 
terests, it may be well questioned whether 
the responsible citizenship would justify 
such international perfidy. 

Ominous, to those who have eyes to 
see, were the fields of ripening grain, 
many of them partly reaped, abandoned 
by the tillers to join the armies of de- 
struction. Who will reap the crops and 
prepare the food needed by every family 
in the land, to say nothing of the armies? 
Already old men, women and school chil- 
dren are ordered to the fields to reap the 
crops. But what ean inexperience and 
weakness accomplish ? 

No feeling found more common expres- 
sion among the peace delegates than that 
of pity and sorrow for Germany; while 
the soldiers may be fierce the people were 
friendly. And even the soldiers no doubt 
believe that the war is essentially one of 
defence of fatherland rather than that 
of aggression. The responsibility for the 
awful situation lies upon the ambitious 
and unprincipled rulers of the nations 
who have been deceiving the peoples for 
a score of years and more, rather than 
upon the people who want peace. The 
final responsibility for the war cannot be 
laid upon Germany or Russia or even 
Austria alone. It lies rather upon all the 
nations who have believed that might 
makes right. Neither England nor France 
is blameless in this matter. 

Such were the sights that greeted our 
eyes as we gathered at Constance when 
the crisis was reaching its climax and 
that we experienced as we fled on the last 
train that left Constance for Cologne. 





At every station were hundreds seeking 
in vain for passage. Soldiers everywhere 
dominated. Several refugees who took 
our train told of brutal scenes of mur- 
der and bloodshed which they had just 
witnessed on railway platforms when sus- 
pects protested or resented arrest. In all 
probability it will never be known how 
many were killed even without the for- 
mality of a court martial, in the days pre- 
ceding the declaration of war. 

At the informal meetings of the Peace 
Conference held on Sunday, important 
business was transacted. When it was 
certain, late Sunday night that we should 
take the train Monday morning one regu- 
lar session of the conference was held, 
four important resolutions were passed 
and then we adjourned to meet at The 
Hague or some other place to be decided 
by the committee. 

German newspapers were unable to get 
or to publish much news, so we little 
knew what was actually happening. But 
we learned later how the chancellors of 
every nation professed to be working 
strenuously for peace while the whole of 
Europe drifted helplessly into war. Even 
before our train left Constance and sev- 
eral days before war was actually de- 
clared between the nations, military re- 
prisals and elashings were occurring here 
and there. 

Our safe and relatively comfortable 
trip through Germany was in large meas- 
ure due to the strenuous exertion of Pas- 
tor Siegmund-Schultze, the only German 
pastor to attend the congress. He came 
at the special request of Emperor Wil- 
liam, and, by his personal relations with 
the Emperor and consequent influence 
with local officials, rendered us invaluable 
service. 

As we approached the border land, we 
passed train loads of soldiers, horses, ar- 
tillery, ‘‘food for powder.’’ It was soon 
clear that we would better be entirely out 
of the Continent. Crossing over to Eng- 
land, German warships and British naval 
patrols justified to us the decision of our 
committee. 

On the eventful day in which England 
declared war on Germany, and Germans 
attacked Liege, our conference held its 
one and closing session in London. It 
filled our hearts with anguish to think 
that thousands of troops we had seen 
hurrying to the front had been killed and 
wounded in that treacherous attack on 
neutral Belgium. By that deed and what 
Sir Edward Grey described as Germany’s 
‘‘infamous proposal’? in regard to 
France, Germany made hesitant England 
her bitter foe. 

While the preachers of peace may seem 
to the world. to have accomplished noth- 
ing, and the Peace Conference to have 
been a monstrous fiasco, never before has 
the need of machinery for maintaining 
peace been so evident. And the inealeul- 
able disaster that has overtaken Europe 
will prove a mighty and drastic lesson, 
enforcing as words never can, the eternal 
principles proclaimed by the preachers ef 
peace. Disarmament has begun on a 
mighty seale. The nations will soon be 
ealling for peace. This frightful war ean 
hardly fail to advance the peace cause by 
a hundred years or more. The fallacies 
of ‘‘peace through readiness of war,’’ 
and ‘‘peace preserved by armaments’’ 
have exploded with disastrous effects. 
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‘Of Human Interest 





Tolstoi’s War Prophecy. 

A vemarkable prophecy of a vast Euro- 
pean war made by the late Count Leo Tol- 
stoi in the presence of his grandniece, the 
Countess Nastasia, and by her sent to the 
American press, is of much interest at this 
time. The countess at the Czar’s request 
had asked her uncle for a message which 
she could carry Czar Nicholas, and which 
could later be sent to the Kaiser and the 
King of England; and in reply the famous 
author and reformer deseribed a vision he 
had often beheld of a great war soon to 
devastate Europe. His description of the 
coming event was as follows: 


‘*This is a revelation of events of a uni- 
versal character, which must shortly come 
to pass. Their spiritual outlines are ‘now 
before my eyes. 

‘*T see floating upon the surface of the 
sea of human fate the huge silhouette of a 
nude woman. She is—with her beauty, 
her poise, her smile, her jewels—a super- 
Venus. 

‘*Nations rush madly after her, each 
of them eager to attract her especially. 
But she, like an eternal courtesan, flirts 
with all. In all hair-ornaments of dia- 
monds and rubies is engraved her name, 
‘Commercialism.’ 

‘*As alluring and bewitching as she 
seems, much destruction and agony follow 
in her wake. Her breath, reeking of 
sordid transactions, her voice of metallic 
character like gold, and her look of greed 
are so much poison to the nations who 
fall vietims to her charms. 

‘*And, behold, she has three gigantic 
arms with three torches of universal 
corruption in her hand. 

‘*The first torch represents the flame 
of war, that the beautiful courtesan 
earries from city to city and country to 
country. Patriotism answers with flashes 
of honest flame, but the end is the roar 
of guns and musketry. 

‘*The second torch bears the flame of 
bigotry and hypocrisy. It earries the 
lamps only in temples and on the altars 
of sacred institutions. It carries the 
seed of falsity and fanaticism. It kindles 
the minds that are still in eradles and fol- 
lows them to their graves. 


‘‘The third torch is that of the law, 
that dangerous foundation of all unau- 
thentie traditions, which first does its 
fatal work in the family, then sweeps 
through the larger worlds of literature, 
art and statesmanship. 

‘*The great conflagration will start 


about 1912, set by the torch of the first 
arm in the countries of Southeastern Enu- 
rope. It will result in a destructive 
calamity in 1913. 

‘*TIn that vear I see all Europe in flames 
and bleeding. I hear the lamentations of 
huge battlefields. 

‘*But about the year 1915 a strange 
figure from the North—a new Napoleon 

enters the stage of the bloody drama. 
He is a man of little militaristie training, 
a writer or a journalist, but in bis grip 
most of Europe will remain till 1925 

‘*The end of the great calamity will 
mark a new political era for the Old 
World. There will be left no empires 
and kingdoms, but the world will form a 
federation of the United States of Na- 
tions. There will remain only four great 
giants—the Anglo-Saxons, the Latins, the 
Slavs and the Mongolians.’’ 


Doctor Wu As Matchmaker. 

‘‘Onee I was an involuntary match- 
maker,’’ says Wu Ting Fang in a rem- 
iniseent chapter of his book, ‘‘ America 
through the Spectacles of an Oriental 
Diplomat.’’ ‘‘Some years ago, during 
my first mission in Washington, I was in- 
vited to attend the wedding of the daugh- 
ter of the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court. When I entered the breakfast 
room, I saw the bridesmaids and a num- 
ber of young men. 

‘*Going up to one of the bridesmaids, 
whom I had previously met and who was 
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the daughter of a Senator, I asked her 
when it would be her turn to become a 
bride. She modestly said that she did 
not know, as she had not yet had an offer. 
Turning to the group of young men who 
were in the room, I jocularly remarked 
to one of them, ‘This is a beautiful lady. 
Would you not like to marry her?’ He 
replied, ‘I shall be most delighted to.’ 
Then I said to the young lady, ‘ Will you 
accept his offer?’ She seemed slightly em- 











ABOUT PREACHERS AND OTHERS. 


‘*Granny’s’’ Tribute. 

The Rev. Mr. Lawrence had boarded 
for so long a time with the Granby fam- 
ily that when he was obliged to remove 
to a new field of labor, the family keenly 
felt his loss. 

‘*The best pastor we’ve ever had in 
this town,’’ declared Father Granby 
heartily. ‘‘I don’t expect to see his 
equal again.’’ 

‘*Such good company,’’ said 
Granby; ‘‘and so sympathetic if 
least thing went wrong.’’ 

‘*He was the easiest man to cook for 
[ ever knew,’’ contributed Aunt Ann. 
‘*He was always satisfied with what he 
had to eat, and he never grumbled.’’ 

‘*He had such a serene disposition,’’ 
sighed Sister Laura. ‘‘He brought an 
atmosphere of peace whenever he came 
into the house.’’ 

‘*Granny’’ Granby, in her corner by 
the fireplace, shook her head dolefully as 
she added her tribute of affection. 

‘*T’Lt miss him dretfully,’’ she mourned. 
‘*He was the best hand at ketching moth- 
millers ever I did see.’’—The Youth’s 
Companion. 
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barrassed, and said something to the ef- 
fect that as she did not know the gentle- 
man, she could not give a definite answer. 

‘*After a few days, I met the young 
lady at an ‘At Home’ party, when she 
scolded me for being so blunt with her 
before the young men. I told her I was 
actuated by the best of motives. A few 
months later I received an invitation 
from the young lady’s parents, -asking 
me to be present at the wedding of their 
daughter. I thought I would go and find 
out whether the bridegroom was the 
young man whom I had introduced to the 
young lady, and as soon as I entered the 
house, the mother of the bride, to my 
agreeable surprise, informed me that it 
was I who had first brought the young 
couple together, and both the bride and 
the bridegroom heartily thanked me for 
my good offices.’’ 


Edison On Sunday-school Teaching. 

Mr. Thomas A. Edison recently opened 
up in a most suggestive way the possibil- 
ities in the field of unselfish service in 
the Sunday-school and the Junior Chris- 
tian Endeavor society. He said: 

‘Teach a child of four that the moon 
is made of green cheese; and, though you 
give him a thorough scientific education 
afterwards, there will always be at the 
bottom of his mind a feeling that the 
moon is somehow possibly made of green 
cheese. 

**See how religious beliefs implanted in 
childhood stay with the adult in spite of 
everything. Montessori has the right 
idea. It is necessary to take them young 
and to teach morality and character, to 
fix ideas in those plastic minds so that 
it will be impossible for them to think 
wrong or do wrong. What we want to 
do in this world is to eradicate the 
crooks, high and low, and to do that we 
must begin early and prevent them from 
growing crooked at the start.’’ 

You see, Edison’s ordination is not so 
different from Hiram Bingham’s—‘‘I 
hereby ordain you to go [into the Sun- 
day-school] and do all the good you 


” 


ean. 


Ollie James Tells Lawyer Story. 


The Green Bag credits Senator Ollie 


James with the following story of a 
young man in Louisville who recently 
hung up his ‘‘shingle’’ as attorney at 
law: 


One afternoon a friend, on entering the 
young man’s office, observed an alarm 
clock on the desk. 

‘*That’s a good idea,’’ said the friend. 
‘*A man is very likely to oversleep these 
fine spring mornings.’’ 

The youthful attorney smiled sadly. 
‘*That alarm clock was not bought for 
the reason you mention,’’ said he. ‘‘I 
merely keep it here to wake me when it 
is time to go home.’’ 


’? 


A Professor Story. 

It is told of a learned professor, who 
was better at Greek than golf, that after 
a round on the links, in which he had 
foozled most of his shots, he turned to his 
eaddie for advice as to improving his 
play. The reply of the ruthless caddie 
was: ‘‘Ye see, sir, it’s easy to teach 
laddies Latin and Greek; but it needs a 
head for gowff.’’—Tit-bits. 


Why He Married. 
Rector (to yokel who is about to get 
married)—‘‘But, Peter, can you really 
afford to keep a wife?’’ 
Peter—‘‘ Well, zur, I can almost afford 
to keep myself, and it’s a poor woman 
that can’t help a bit.’’ 
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SECRETARY BRYAN-A SUFFRAGIST. 

Witham Jennings Bryan has come out 
for equal suffrage. In a formal state- 
ment issued recently, Mr. Bryan, for the 
first time, took a decided stand, and 
asserted that he would support the con- 
stitutional amendment this fall in Ne- 
braska, his own state. He would ask no 
political right for himself, he declared, 
that he was not willing to grant his wife. 

From no other person in the country, 
except President Wilson, could a state- 
ment of such significance come. It is 
more than the mere declaration of prin- 
ciple of a Secretary of State; it is the 
carefully weighed announcement of a man 
who for eighteen years has been the dom- 
inant figure in the Democratic Party, and 
who in 1912 dictated the nomination of 
Mr. Wilson_himselt: 

The statement follows in full: 





‘The voters of Nebraska will, at the 
election next November, adopt or reject 
a proposed amendment extending suffrage 
to women on equal terms with men. As 
a citizen of that state it will be my duty 
to participate in the decision to be ren- 
dered at the polls. I have delayed ex- 
pressing an opinion on this subject, 
partly because I have been seeking in- 
formation, and partly because my time 
has been oceupied with national ques- 
tions upon which the entire country was 
acting, but now that the issue is pre- 
sented in my state, I take my position. 
I shall support the amendment. I shall 
ask no political rights for myself that I 
am not willing to grant to my wife.’’ 


ARE WIVES DEPENDENTS? 
What we may be coming to when wom- 
an suffrage is a little more widespread 
was amusingly illustrated in the U. S. 
House of Representatives during a recent 
debate. The proposition was pending to 
change the mileage system so as to allow 
a member of Congress to receive travel- 
ing expenses for himself and dependent 
members of his family. The following is 

taken from the Congressional Record: 


‘“‘Mr. Bryan of Washington.—What 
does the word ‘dependent’ mean, any- 
way? We do not in our country recog- 
nize that a wife is dependent on her hus- 
band. Wives are not so considered. A 
member from the state of Washington 
eould not bring his wife under that sec- 
tion of the law, certainly, because a wife 
is not a dependent of a husband out 
West. (Applause.) No man out there 
would dare tell 4,000,000 women voters 
that they are dependent on men. It 
would not work at all. It is not true.’’ 

‘*Mr. Alexander of Missouri.—Then, 
if we agree to this proposition, we are 
going to raise an issue between ourselves 
and the suffragettes?’’ 

‘*Mr. Bryan.—Well. I will say to the 
gentleman that to eall a wife a depend- 
ent of the husband would not work. There 
is a woman candidate for Congress out in 
one of the districts, and she is likely to 
bring her husband with her. I do not 
know. (Laughter.) Will he be depend- 
ent? (Laughter.) So I say this is so in- 
definite and so uncertain that I do not 
think we ought to adopt that kind of a 
provision. ’’ 

It is pleasant to see prominent public 
men resenting the description of a wife 
as a dependent. Equal suffrage tends to 
develop the attitude of mind that recog- 
the work of the wife and mother 





as having solid value. When Molly 
Elliott Seawell first made her amazing 
assertion that a married woman would 
lose her right to maintenance if she got 
a vote, Chief Justice Sullivan, of Idaho, 
wrote to the Woman’s Journal that no 
such result had followed in his state. He 
added (Woman’s Journal, Nov. 12, 
1910) : 

‘In this Western country we do not 
consider the wife a ‘dependent’ or a 
‘kept woman,’ nor is she such. The 
wives and mothers do their share of the 
breadwinning and maintenance of them- 
selves and families, even though they do 
not go out and earn wages. The wife 
who remains at home and attends to her 
household duties and raises her family 
is not a dependent in the eyes of the peo- 
ple of our Western States.’’ 


‘*So long as half the population are 
debarred from national housekeeping, 
the work must remain half done,’’ says 
Rose Henderson, probation officer of 
Montreal. ‘‘The function of government 
is no longer merely to legislate for naval 
grants, railway franchises and bonuses 
and guarantees to banks, nor yet laws to 
protect property, pigs, corn and bugs. 
The new function of government is hu- 
manitarian, to protect life before prop- 
erty; and since women are the life-givers 
and the principal educators and natural 
protectors of each new generation, it is 
but to be expected that they should see 
more clearly how best to protect that 
life and bring it to the highest state of 
efficiency. When she is given that mod- 
ern, civilized weapon, the ballot, she will 
use it in defence of her home and chil- 
dren as her prehistoric ancestor used her 
club in defence of her cave and offspring 
from the beasts of the jungle.’’ 


MRS. CARSE MAKES APPEAL. 

Mrs. Matilda B. Carse, president of 
the board of the Woman’s Temple, Chi- 
eago, erected as a memorial to Frances 
Willard, and founder of the temple, has 
issued an appeal to the national organi- 
zation of the Woman’s Christian Tem- 
peranece Union to unite in paying off a 
$600,000 mortgage on the Temple build- 
ing in an effort to make it a lasting mem- 
orial to their former. leader, Frances Wil- 
lard. The organization is in arrears 
$27,500 which has been overdue since last 
April. 


WOMAN GIVES MONEY TO GIVE 
BIBLE TO THE PEOPLE. 

The will of the late Mrs. Morris K. 
Jesup leaves large sums ranging from 
$10,000 to $400,000 to thirty-five religious 
institutions and organizations. The bulk 
of the money was left for missionary and 
educational work. Syrian Protestant 
College received $400,000. Yale Univer- 
sity and Union Theological Seminary re- 
ceived $300,000 each. Presbyterian Home 
and Foreign Missions, $150,000 each. Of 
special interest, aside from the large sum 
given to the world’s work, is this simple 
request concerning the use of the money 
given to the Union Theological Seminary : 
‘**‘T give and bequeath to the Union Theo- 
logical Seminary in the city of New York 
$300,000, to constitute a permanent 
fund, to be called ‘The Morris K. Jesup 
Fund,’ so much of the income as may be 
necessary to be applied to the mainten- 
ance of a chair for the teaching of the 
English Bible, pure and simple, not by 
way of criticism, but, taking it as it 
reads, to instruct students how to teach 
and preach it in the most simple and ef- 
feetual way to reach the hearts of our 
people.’’ 


Women of 26 Countries to Make Demands 
For Peace 


A copy of this appeal has been sent by 


the officers of the National American 


Woman Suffrage Association to the orga nized Suffragists of twenty-six countries. 


—TneE Eprror. 


The cloud of a great international war 
darkens all Europe and the shadow of 
the conflict hangs over all the nations of 
the world, insuring disaster to all people 
and the turning back of civilization for 
a century to come. 

During the past hundred years women 
have given their toil not only to mother- 
hood and the eares of family life, but 
also to the building up of the great in- 
dustries of every country. Thev have 
devoted thought and energy and have 
made great sacrifices to develop educa- 
tion and establish reforms for the better- 
ment of humanity. Hundreds of thou- 
sands have sacrificed their lives to the 
life-giving vocation of motherhood. 

Yet, without one thought of the suffer- 
ings and sacrifices of mothers who have 
reared sons, or of the tremendous in- 
dustrial burdens that war will impose 
upon women, who will have to do their 
own work and the work of the men called 
to the field of battle; without considera- 
tion of the little children who will have 
to be taken from school or play for in- 
dustrial toil thus wantonly imposed upon 
them by the government whose duty it is 
to protect and shield them, this curse of 
a mediaeval war is thrust upon those 
whose will and wish have not been econ- 
sulted. 


Is it that hundreds of thousands of 
their sons may go down to death before 
the terrible machinery of modern war 
that the nations call upon women to give 
their youth, their years of toil and their 
labor for a higher civilization? Have 
they reared sons only to become prey to 
the ambition of kings and exploiters? 

The suffragists of the United States 
call upon the women of the world to arise 
in protest against this unspeakable 
wrong and to show war-crazed men that 
between the contending armies there 
stand thousands of women and children 
who are the innocent victims of men’s 
unbridled ambitions; that under the heels 
of each advancing army are crushed the 
lives, the hopes, the happiness of count- 
less women whose rights have been ig- 
nored, whose homes have been blighted 
and whose honor will be sacrificed if this 
unholy war does not cease and reason 
and justice take the place of hate, re- 
venge and greed. This is not a national 
issue; it involves all humanity. 

Let the women of every nation in- 
volved in war make their men under- 
stand that the highest patriotism lies in 
conserving life, wealth and energy; and 
that war means not conservation but de- 
struction of all that is best in civiliza- 
tion. 
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Vacation School in Cleveland Church. 


What to do with the children during the 
vacation season is being solved by the 
Broadway Church in Cleveland, Ohio. Under 
the direction of the pastor, F. D. Butchart, 
a vacation school was organized this sum- 
mer. At once the school won favor in the 


community. Six trained teachers and many 
assistants were required to handle the aver- 
age daily attendance of 200. Practically all 
the different nationalities of the community 


were represented and the total enrollment 
was over 500. Ten per cent of these chil- 
dren have also become members ot the Sun- 
day school. 

Springfield Poet Honored. 

For several years the verse of Nicholas 
Vachel Lindsay has been appearing in the 
magazines and in books The Chicago 
Herald, under its new management, is keen 


enough to perceive that Mr. Lindsay’s muse 
needs a more popular medium for the proc- 
lamation of his message and within the last 
two weeks has turned over a column of the 


Herald's editorial page to the Illinois poet. 
Specimens of the Lindsay verse appear 
daily, the Herald claiming rights of first 


publication on all Mr. Lindsay writes. The 
column is headed “Rhymes from Sangamon 
County.” 


Indianapolis Church Has Free Clinic. 


For the past six months the Hillside 
Church of Indianapolis has maintained a 
free clinic and medical dispensary in the 


basement of the church, treating in this time 
more than 150 men, women and children. 
Treatment is limited to diseases of the eye 
ear, and throat and admitted 
to treatment are of the poor class. A careful 
discrimination between the classes of patients 
has been made, and those in charge of the 
clinic assert that no one has attempted to 


nose pe sons 


abuse the plan of free treatments. The 
services of the physicians and nurses are 
free. Dr. A, A. Eikenberry has been placed 


in charge of all surgical work, and is assisted 


by Drs. James and Roy Egbert. The 
Christamore Settlement is assisting in the 
work and has sent Miss Della Bushaw, a 


trained nurse, to care for the patients. Miss 
Bushaw is assisted by volunteer nurses from 
the church, Mrs. James Dunbar, and Mrs, A. 


Huls. 


New Church Nearly Completed. 

Work on the new church at Marion, IIL, 
is proceeding rapidly anu the building will 
very ready for oceupancy. When 
completed this will be one of the most hand- 


soon be 


some and conveniently arranged church 
buildings in Marion. 
Church Reorganizes. 

At Battle Creek, Mich the church of 
Christ has reorganized under the name Cen- 
tral Christian Church. This was a necessary 
atep before beginning their new church 
building. 4 new and more favorable loca- 
tion has been secured and _ building opera- 
tions will begin at once. Plans are under 
consideration for making a flat building out 
of the old structure. That this church is 
becoming more aggressive in its work is 
evidenced by its business-like reorganiza 
tion which necessitated the election of new 
officers throughout; by the launching of 
building plans for an adequate structure; 
and further by the program of preaching 
which has been projected by the pastor, M. 
H. Gerrard. 


Chicago Minister Goes to Indiana. 

J. D. Hull has accepted a call to the Port- 
land, Indiana, church. Some months ago 
Mr. Hull resigned his work as resident min- 
ister of the Metropolitan Church in Chicago. 
During his ministry the Metropolitan secured 
control of the People’s Theater building and 


converted it into a church, with enlarged 


plans for institutional work. 


Church Building a Gym. 


In making plans for a new church edifice 


the Fairmont, Minn., church has provided the 


people of that city with a much needed social 


service. The community had no Y. M. C. A. 


and no gymnasium equipment of any kind. 


The new church will have an athletic depart- 


ment with full gymnasium equipment and 
will organize social features corresponding 


to the regular Y. M. C. A. Memberships 
will be sold on a basis to sustain the work. 
This venture is meeting the approval and 


support of the whole community. 


Charles A. Finch Finishes Tour. 

Chas. A. Finch, who at the beginning of 
the summer resigned the pastorate of the 
First Church at Topeka, Kansas, has just 
finished a month’s swing around the Chau- 














I’. D. Butchart, pastor of Broadway Church, 
Cleveland, which has conducted a suc- 
cessful vacation school during the 
sunvmer, 


tauqua circuit in the states of Missouri, 
Arkansas, and Oklahoma. The Redpath 
bureau was well pleased with the reception 
of Mr. Finch. Everywhere he was greeted 


with large and appreciative audiences. Mr. 
Finch was pastor of the First Church at 
Topeka for more than a dozen years. 


The church was very reluctant to accept his 
resignation and upon his return from his re- 
cent lecturing tour a_ large congregation 
turned out to hear him on Sunday morning. 


The Blind Leading Well. 

At Marion, Kansas, the Christian 
is next to the largest in the town. The M. 
E. congregation, of which Ex-Gov. E. W. 
Hoch is the most prominent member, leads 
the Disciples by a small majority. The min- 
ister of the Disciples’ church is I. A. Wilson, 
who lost his sight in his youth. Mr. Wilson 
the school for the 


church 


was educated in state 
blind in Ohio and in 1895 was ordained to 
the ministry. For a number of years he 
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traveled and lectured. For the past five 
years he has been leading the Marion church 
and under his leadership the church has made 
a steady growth. 


Sunday-school Contest for Fall. 

Preparations are being made for a livély 
Sunday-school contest between the First of 
Davenport and the Capitol Hill of Des Moines, 
Iowa. The contest is to begin October 1. 
Each of these schools has a large enrollment. 
it is hoped to bring the regular attendance 
up to 80 per cent of the enrollment by the 
enthusiasm of this contest. The Davenport 
school with an enrollment of a thousand 
names expects to maintain an average at- 
tendance of 800 during September in order to 
be fully ready for the contest. The average 
attendance at this school during the summer 
has been about 400. 


Ellsworth Faris Comes to Chicago. 

For the past year Ellsworth Faris has been 
teaching in the state university of Iowa, 
taking the place of Prof.. E. D. Starbuck, 
who was away on a year’s leave of absence. 
Prof. Starbuck has returned to his work 
and Mr. Faris has accepted a position in the 
University of Chicago in the department of 
psychology. He will also lecture twice a 
week during the year at the Art Institute 
of Chicago for the benefit of those interested 
in psychology. Mr. Faris has just passed 


successfully the final examination for the 
degree of doctor of philosophy at the 
University of Chicago. The number of 


Disciples now on the faculty at the Univer- 
sity of Chicago is considerably larger than 
at any previous time in the history of the 
institution. 


F. D. Farrell to Hannibal, Mo. 

South Side Church, at Hannibal, Mo., has 
extended a call to F. D. Farrell of Shenan- 
doah, Iowa, and he has accepted. Mr. Farrell 
is an alumnus of Hiram College and has done 
considerable graduate work in the University 


of Chicago. He has had sixteen years of 
experience in the ministry, having held 


several important pastorates in Towa. 


H. G. Connelly Closes Successful Ministry. 
H. G. Connelly is beginning his ministry 
with the Central, at New Albany, Indiana, 
this week. He was for the past three years 
pastor of the Grand Avenue Church at Min- 
neapolis, Minn. His ministry at Minneapolis 
was a fruitful one. There were 146 addi- 
tions to the congregation, the Sunday-school 
was greatly increased in attendance and 
efficiency, and a fine building site secured. 
The Grand Avenue Church is now regarded 
as the most promising of the twin city 
churches. One of the most singificant fea- 
tures of Mr. Connelly’s work in Minneapolis 
has been his ability to inspire young people 
to choose the Christian ministry. During 
the three years ten young men and women 
have decided to dedicate their lives to the 
Master’s Six young men are al- 
ready preaching, and still another has de- 
cided for the ministry. Three young women 
have volunteered for the foreign field. Four 
of the young men are students in the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota. Two of the closing 
services of Mr. Connelly’s ministry at the 
Grand Avenue Church were for the purpose 
of ordaining two of the young men, Burton 


service. 


Hoffman and Maurice Rossman. S._ T. 
Willis. of the First, St. Paul, S. G. Fisher. 
of Portland Ave., assisted in these ordina- 


tion services. 


Facts and Figures From Disciple Fields 


CALLS. 
Lafayette Hoff, Shellsburg, to Alburnett, 
la. 
C. E. Lemmon, Ashland to Hastings, Neb. 
R. M. Talbert, Slater to Butler, .sio. 
I. E. Carney, Weldon, Ia., to Hebroh, Neb. 
Henry H. Carter, Bloomsburg, Pa., to 


Hebron, Ohio. 
J. R. Kelley, Mahomet, Tex. 


RESIGNATIONS. 
V. Hayes Miller,.Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. 


Five years’ ministry at this church. 
H. F. Sayles, Mt. Morris, Ill. 


A. T. Shaw, Macomb, II. 
B. E. Melendy, Mt. Zion, Fla. 
J. O. Shelburne, Dallas, Tex. 


EVANGELISTIC MEETINGS. 
Cherryville, Kansas, C. R. L. Vawter and 
Company. 

New Castle, Ind., E. S. 

Lebanon, Ind., A. L. 
others. 

Adrian, Mich., R. H. Fife, evangelist. 

Sheridan, Wyo., union effort, Fife Bros. 

Burlington, Wash., Straub and Webb, 
evangelists. 


Farmer, evangelist. 
Ward, pastor, and 
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MEXICO FAVORS PROTESTANT MISSIONS 

S. G. Inman is again at Piedras Negras, 
Coahuila, in Mexico after his long trip 
through Latin America, visiting our mission 
fields, and studying religious and social con- 
ditions. He reports that on his return to 
Mexico he finds a greater interest in Prot- 
estant missions than ever before. The recent 
action of the governor of Nueva eon in 
closing the convents and stopping the con- 


fessional has called forth widespread ap- 
proval in all parts of the country. This 
action will no doubt be followed py many 


other governors. An _ ex-mayor of Piedras 
Negras, who had never shown any interest 
in the religious work of the mission said to 
Mr. Inman, as he welcomed him home: “I 
see by the American press that the Prot- 
estant forces are planning a great campaign 
in Mexico. This delights me beyond expres- 
We are ready to receive you with 
Mexico has had enough of the 
Catholic Church, and her mixing in our 
affairs, plotting against our liberty and 
keeping the people in ignorance. Our new 
leaders will have no more of it. Come on 
with the preaching of your reform doctrine. 
You will be astounded at how the whole 
country is anxious to hear you.” It will 
be remembered that General Carranza has 
been for a long time a firm triend of “The 


sion. 
open arms. 


People’s Institute” and of Mr. Inman per- 
sonally, and when he was governor of 
Coahuila caused the legislature to vote a 


subsidy both for the institute and our school 
at Sabinas. Many other prominent members 
of the Constitutional party have promised 
their hearty support in the establishment of 
similar educational plants. 


INDIANA HEADQUARTERS AT ATLANTA 

Indiana will have a_ large delegation at 
Atlanta, the largest, probably, of any state 
north of the Ohio river. Many who are ex- 
pecting to be at the convention have ex- 
pressed a desire to have a common meeting 
place for all from this good state. After 
talking to many who are interested, and in- 
vestigating the local conditions, a number of 
us have decided to make the Hotel Ansley 
our headquarters. 

This hotel has many advantages. It is 
located in the heart of the city. It is large, 
commodious and absolutely fire proof. You 
will see the picture of this hotel, with full 
announcement on the first page of the 
“Indiana Worker” for September. The man- 
ager, Wm. R. Secker, is an Indiana man. 
having been in one of the largest hotels of 
Indianapolis until the first of January, this 
year. He will be glad to see Indiana peo- 
ple. You may be assured that you will re- 
ceive a hearty welcome from him. Remem- 
ber that, if vou do not take rooms at this 
hotel, you are invited to make it a meeting 
place for all Indiana people. Let us develop 
the Indiana spirit and get the very most 
possible from our conventions. 

I shall be glad to do anything I can in 
the way of helping you to secure rooms in 


this hotel, before and during the conven- 

tion. On to Atlanta—then to the Hotel 

Ansley. C. W. CAUBLE, 
Secretary. 


FROM THE GENERAL CONVENTION 
SECRETARY. 

I am just home from five weeks spent in 
the northwest and on the Pacifie Coast. I 
went in the interest of the general conven- 
tion. I attended the state conventions of 
Minnesota, West Washington, Northern and 
Southern California, speaking at each of 
them on “The Origin and Purposes of the 
General Convention.” I was pleased to find 
that the general convention is in favor 
Wherever it is sympathetically presented. 
Its twofold purpose of joining the mission- 
ary societies in presenting the united mis- 
Sionary apportionment to all the churches 
and in seeking to secure equitable repre- 
sentation from the churches in the annual 
convention makes a strong appeal to the 
wisdom and good business sense of our peo- 


le, 
While attending the Southern California 
Convention, an informal conference was held 
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of 1915. I feel sure that this conference 
will make it easy for the best possible prepa- 
rations to be made for next year’s conven- 
tion. 

So far as I can judge from my connection 
with this general convention work, it is 
rapidly growing in favor among our people 
and I am confident that if it is wisely di- 
rected it will soon prove its usefulness in 
building up the co-operative life of all our 
churches. 

Every indication is that we are to have 
a large attendance at the Atlanta Conven- 
tion and that many churches will take suffi- 
cient interest in this convention to select and 
send representatives. In the interest of good 
order and of efficiency, I sincerely trust that 
the churches will give earnest heed to the 
call being sent by the Attendance Committee 
for an Every-Church Convention. Within 
the near future a _ letter will be sent to 
each church enclosing representatives’ cer- 
tificates with request that the church select 
and send to the Atlanta Convention its quota 
of representatives as is provided for in the 
simple constitution of the general conven- 
tion. GRAHAM FRANK, 

Corresponding Secretary. 
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FT. WORTH WORK PROSPERS. 
A recent issue of the Record, of Ft. Worth, 
Texas, gives nearly a page to the story of 
the career of Magnolia Avenue Church, of 


which E, M. Waits is pastor. This work has 
had a remarkable growth, having been estab- 
lished in 1898. Thirty-nine men were pres- 
ent at their meeting of organization. The 
only assets were empty pocket-books and 
willing hearts. In 1910 it dedicated a great 
building at Fifth and Throckmorton and a 
decade later dedicated another property 
valued at $50,000 at Magnolia Avenue. The 
church is now free from debt, has a building 
that can accommodate an audience of 1,200 
people, a model of utility and convenience, 
having thirty separate classrooms with black- 
boards, annunciators and other equipment. 
The church has recently installed a hand- 
some pipe organ of the latest model. The 
church has a large Endeavor society, a wide- 
awake Ladies’ Aid, a Missionary society 
of eighty members and since 1909 has sup- 
ported its living link missionary in China. 
It has also fine organizations of both junior 
and intermediate Endeavor societies. Its 
pastors have been Homer T. Wilson, 1898- 











with some of those who are to be the lead- 
ers in the entertainment of the convention 


The Scavenger Curse 


You Can’t Stop it, Mr. Clergyman! 
Can You, Mr. Editor! 


Scavenger Books are tablets of infamy on the highway of life; they per- 
vert minds and morals, and bring, ultimately, race degeneracy. 


Literary Scavengers for the rewards of crooked, distorted fame breed 


moral pestilence and spiritual disease. 


Scavenger Publishers prostitute 


be envied by the dollarless; sear consciences, betray the home and outrage 


womanhood. 


The Combined Forces of Decency Make 
This Appeal, as Laymen, for the United 
Effort of Press and Pulpit, Everywhere. 

Greeting: Respectability and decency in 
the light of divine truth are synonymous; 
but when measured by our modern stand- 
ards they are vastly different. 

What is the difference? When is one 
respectable and not decent? When is one 
decent and not respectable? Can one be 
decent and respectable? Can one be re- 
spectable and decent? 

You should answer these questions seri- 
ously and drive your answers with force 
straight to the hearts of all lovers of home 
and purity within the scopeof yourinfluence. 

Read ‘“‘*The Eyes of the World’’—pub- 
lished August 8th—and you will realize 
the need of your effort. 


Harold Bell Wright has told this delight- 
ful romance so convincingly and has so 
clearly defined the underlying purpose of the 
story that it is stamped with the truthful- 
ness of a chapter out of real life. The theme 
“the ministry of art and letters’’ is most 
opportune for the cause of more wholesome 
books. 

The fight for decency in literature will 
triumph only through an aroused public 
conscience. Human law does not prohibit 
scavenger books nor does it provide ade- 
quate punishment for authors and publish- 
ers that count greatest in art that which in 
story and picture and music and play most 
effectively arouses the basest passions of 
which the human being is capable. 

Murder has no place in the inventory of 
crime of Scavenger Publishers and Literary 
Scavengers. ‘To destroy innocence, to kill 
virtue, to murder a soul, these are com- 
monplaces in their insane philosophy. 


They are not educated to the thought of 
taking a life—they are trained to consider 
its perversion. ‘The heroes in their fiction 
do not kill men—they betray women. The 
heroines in their stories do not desire the 
death of their betrayers—they love them, 
and desert their husbands for them. 
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Can You? Neither 
Think You Can? 


capital and business for dollars to 


We are spending $100,000 in this cam- 
paign because the issue is above com- 
mercialism. It is a ministry—a part of our 
endeavor to make a life ministry of pub- 
lishing. 

Man never fought a harder fignt or fought 
with better equipment than the fight we 
are making against the foes of decency 
with ‘“The Eyes of the World.”’ 


When we began last March taking full 
pages in the Magazines, Scavenger Books, 
Scavenger Publishers and Literary Scaven- 
gers were playing to the gallery with the 
parquet holding its breath. Now the par- 
quet is in righteous indignation and the 
gallery is slinking away in disgust. 

The time is opportune for dealing a 
deadly blow to unclean literature. 


We have the unanimous support of the 
bookseller, everywhere. Give us also the 
support of the press and pulpit, and decen- 
cy will triumphiover filth and vulgarity, lust 
and sensuality, vice and crime in literature 
and art and music and drama. 

To the youth and manhood strength 
of the nation is due the combined and 
simultaneous effort of every lover of 
the race. 

Harold Bell Wright’s books are the germ 
of a new order of fiction. ‘‘That Printer of 
Udell’s,’? ‘‘The Shepherd of the Hills,’’ 
‘The Calling of Dan Matthews,’ ‘‘The 
Winning of Barbara Worth”’ and ‘Their 
Yesterdays’’ are an inheritance for the boys 
and girls of today who are the men and 
women of tomorrow. 

“The Eyes of the World” is a ripping 
romance of 464 pages of wholesome 
action, plot, counterplot, mystery and 
love, sweet sentiment and strong pas- 
sions. One Half Million copies were sold 
before publication— August 8th. 


Publishers, The Book Supply Company, 
231-233 West Monroe St., Chicago. Illustra- 
tions from Oil Paintings by Graham 
Cootes. 12mo Cloth. $1.35 Net. 
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1900; James S. Myers, 1900-1904; Guy Inman, 
1905; A. E. Dubber, 1906-1907. In September, 
1907, the present pastor, Edward McShane 


Waits, took charge and will soon close his 
seventh year. The church has a present 
membership of 750. The Sunday-school at 


Magnolia Avenue is modern, employing a 
paid director of religious education. A band 
of Boy Scouts have become famous for their 
work for the church. Although accomoda- 
tions of this church seemed ample five years 
ago, it already has outgrown them, and 
plans are being made for some improvement 
and reconstruction that will give the church 
room commensurate with the great social, 
educational and spiritual work that it 
already has under way. Certain plans al- 
ready have been submitted but were not 
thought quite equal to the emergency, and 
Sept. 1 of this year was set by the board 
for a thorough and decisive consideration 
of the matter. 


Illinois Disciples’ History Ready. 

The committee on the History of the Dis- 
ciples of Christ in Illinois wish to secure 
agents in the several counties of the State 


for the sale and wide distribution of the 
book. R. E. Henry, chairman of the com- 
mittee, asks that those interested in the 


proposition please confer with the committee 
at the Decatur convention, September 7-10. 
Mr. Henry’s address is Havana, Ill. 


Christian University to Change Name. 
There is a decided movement among the 
leading educators of the Disciples to elim- 
inate the term university from the name of 
The prevailing opinion is that 
too many pseudo-univer- 
sities among us. A statement in the Chris- 
tian University Bulletin for August indi- 
cates that this institution is seeking a name 
more in keeping with the present scope of 
the school: “Christian University was 
It was hoped at that time 
the institution might become a uni- 
in fact as well as in name. That 
and it is no 


our colleges. 
we have entirely 


founded in 1852. 
that 
versity 
hope has never been realized, 
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longer felt to be desirable to try to realize 
it. The name then becomes a misnomer, 
creating an unfavorable impression in educa- 
tional circles. There is universal desire that 
it should be changed bringing it into har- 





Rev. B. M. Waits, pastor at Magnolia Ave., 
Ft. Worth, Tex., which church has made 
a fine record of achievement. 


mony with present ideals for the scope of 
the institution. It is proposed to allow the 
name to stand for the original ideal and to 
adopt, by resolution of the Board of 
Trustees, a new name to designate the under- 
graduate, academic department which is the 
only part of the comprehensive plan exist- 
ing in the minds of its founders that has 
as yet been realized. The Board of Trustees 
will be glad to have suggestions as to this 
name. Letters should be addressed to the 
Secretary of the Board of Trustees and 
should be received not later than December 1. 
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R. W. Abberley on Heartfelt Religion. 

On a recent Sunday evening at Magnolia 
Avenue Church, at Los Angeles, Cal., R. W. 
Abberley took for his text, “Having a form 
of Godliness, but denying the power thereof.” 
His sermon abounded in striking antithises 
such as the following: 

“You cannot be a devout Christian and a 
tricky trader; a true worshipper and a bad 
neighbor; an exemplary church-member and 
a tyrannical employer. There is as much 
difference between the form of Godliness and 
the power of it, as there is between a coun- 
terfeit coin and genuine money. A mere 
form is no more true religion than a stuffed 
animal is a real animal. An empty profes- 
sion with no heart religion is like a hollow 
tree which is the home of bats, owls and rep- 
tiles. A false heart is the habitation of 
devils. True religion, on the other hand, 
is the source of every virtue; it transforms 
the character, beautifies the life, and blesses 
the world.” 


Dallas Pastor Resigns. 

For six years J. O. Shelburne has been the 
aggressive pastor of the Central church in 
Dallas, Texas. During that time the church 
has made splendid progress and Mr. Shel- 
burne has become recognized as one of the 
most prominent religious leaders of the city. 
His many friends regret to learn that his 
condition of health will not permit him to 
continue as pastor of the Central where the 
magnitude of the work is such that very 
heavy duties fall on the pastor. Mr. Shel- 
burne will accept the position of secretary 
and treasurer of the Dallas Sales and Sal- 
vage Company. However he states that it 
is not his intention to retire permanently 
from the ministry. 


A CABLE FROM THE COMMISSION. 


The commission of the Foreign Society to 
the Philippine Islands, China and Japan, 
consisting of Sec. Stephen J. Corey, Prof. 
W. C. Bower, and R. A. Doan, reached 
Manila according to program August 18. A 
eablegram received at the office of the For- 
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dated Manila, August 18, reads 
“Because of America’s peaceable 
a splendid opportunity presents 
Have arrived, All well. 


eign Societ) 


as follows: 
intentions @ | 
itself for Misstons. 


These brethren certainly interpret the 
resent world situation properly. Our 
harebes never before had such an oppor- 
¢ bs 


tunity presented. America enjoys the full- 
st confidence of all the nations of Asia. 
W the world’s 


hi P me-half of 
While more than < orid’s 
yopulation is in a state of war, America is 
: all mankind. We are in a 


‘ ace with 
sealinn to consistently preach the gospel = 
peace. It is time for us to be at our poe 
with increased zeal. We should labor anc 
pray for the reign of the Prince of Peace = 
all hearts. This is a time to cheer _ 
hearts of the missionaries —~e aren 
of the battle. F. 3 Pisce a 


FOREIGN SOCIETY NOTES. 


Dr. C. L. Pickett, Laoag, P. L, reports 
twenty conversions during the month of 
May, and nearly 1,500 treatments at the 
“a session of the® Bible College, 
Manila, P. L., was opened June 15, by Prof. 
B. L. Kershner. Forty students were en- 


rolled. One class begins as early as 5:45 
a. m., each day. Some schools do not begin 
so early in this country. 

0 ae has been installed by the 
missionaries in Manila. During one month 
there were 825 new subscribers to our 
monthly which is published by the Mission. 

B. L. Kershner and wife received a most 
hearty reception by all the city churches in 
Manila upon their return from their fur- 

yuigh in America. 

: Pas chapel has been built at Los Banos, 
P. I. In May there were forty-one addi- 

ns. 

et it be borne in mind that the books of 
the Foreign Society close for the current 
missionary year on September 30. All 
pledges should be paid and every church and 
Sunday-school should be represented by an 
offering. t : 

Last week the Foreign Society received 
$2,000 as a direct gift from a friend in 

oXas. 

, om will be a busy month for Dr. 
Royal J. Dye. He speaks at Peoria, Lil. ; 
the New England Convention, Haverhill, 
Mass., September 10-13; a group of six 
churches in Eagle Valley, Pa., September 
15-21, Western Pennsylvania Convention, 
September 23, also a County Convention, 
Veedersburg, Ind., September 27. 

During the first eighteen days of August 
there was a gain in the receipts from the 
churches, as churches, of $1,344, but there 
was a loss in the total receipts of $1,331. 
The gains from the churches on the year 
amount to $9,878.36. A. McLEAN, 

President. 


PROGRESS IN PENSIONS AND OFFER- 
INGS. 


The pension payments of the Board of 
Ministerial Relief now average almost as 
much each month as the quarterly payments 
of two years ago before the 20 per cent 
proposition went into effect. 

The total receipts for the ten months of 
the current year to August 1, are $23,822. 
Of his amount $3,042 came from interest on 
the permanent fund, which now amounts to 
over $60,000, made up mostly of bequests 
and annuities. 

The interest deducted from the total re- 
ceipts leaves $20,780 that counts on the 
20 per cent proposition. The receipts for 
August and September must bring this up 
to $30,000 to secure the $6,000 extra from 
our generous friend. Of course we cannot 
think of stopping short of this amount, but 
it is only by the faithful loyalty of all 
friends that the goal can be reached. 

The church offerings received in July were 
almost twice those of one year ago, both in 
number and amount. This gain we attribute 
to the growing favor of the work and to the 
steady extension of the budget plan and the 
every-member canvass. 

The pension roll now. carries 107 names, 
including many of the most illustrious in 
our history. Several others will be added 


THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY 


the advance witnout reducing the payments, 
which after all the increases are still on a 
mere subsistence basis, three persons have 
recently volunteered to become living-links, 
by the payment of $100 per year. Many 
new contributors have joined the fellowship 
with smaller amounts. 
BOARD OF MINISTERIAL RELIEF, 
W. R. Warren, Secy. 
120 East Market St., Indianapolis, Ind. 
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Rev. H. G. Connelly, who is beginning his new 
work at Central, New Albany, Ind. 
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BRITISH CHRISTIAN OPINION ON 
THE WAR. 


By Sir Roperrson NIcou 


(Continued from page 8.) 

may overtake it. I say,” Mr. Redmond went 
on, “that the government may tomorrow 
withdraw every one of her troops from Ire- 
land. I say that the coasts of Ireland wi\ 
be defended from foreignn invasion by our 
armed sons, and for this purpose armed Na- 
tionalists Catholics in the South will be only 
too glad to join arms with the armed Prot- 
estant Ulstermen in the North. Is it too 
much to hope that out of this situation 
there may spring a result which will be good, 
not merely to the empire, but good for the 
future welfare and integrity of the Irish 
people?” Amid the many ill omens which 
seemed to throng over and darken the house 
of commons it is with the utmost thankful- 
ness that we welcome words like these. We 
can now say, “Great Britain and Ireland” 
without a sense of irony, without a sense of 
pain, 

So far our people have shown an ad- 
mirable temper. The jingo lyre is mute, and 
we hope it will continue to be mute. There 
are wretches who revel in the in the roar 
of the British lion, and love war—at a safe 
distance from themselves. it does not be- 
come us to fling about menaces in all diree- 
tions. Jingoism is the offspring of the 
tavern, of which it reeks, and the offspring 
of the tavern is never strong. The work be- 
for eus is strong work. The trial we are to 
meet will be a most testing trial. What we 
need is calm determination and devotion. 
Before the end we shall need the services in 
one capacity or another of the whole man- 
hood of the country. 








C. W. WESTBURY, 
Assistant General Passenger Agent, 
Southern Railway, Washington, D. C. 
JAMES FREEMAN, 
Assistant General Passenger Agent, 
Southern Railway, Birmingham, Ala. 
STANTON CURTIS, 
Assistant General Passenger Agent, 
Southern Railway, Chicago, III. 








at the next meeting of the board. To justify 
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The Sunday School 











THE JUDGMENT OF THE NATIONS. 
Unrrorm LESSON FOR 
20. 


INTERNATION AL 
SEPTEMBER 


Memory 34-36. 

Golden text.—Inasmuch as ye did it not unto one 
of these least, ye did it net unto me.—Matt. 25-45. 
American Standard Bible. 

1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 

(Used by permission.) 

(31) But when the Son of man shall come in his 
glory, and all the angels with him, then shall he 
sit on the throne of his glory: (32) and before him 
shall be gathered all the nations: and he 
shall separate them one from another, as the shepherd 
separateth the sheep from ‘the goats; (33) and he 
shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats 
on the left. (34) Then shall the King say unto 


Verses, 


Copyright, 


them on his right hand, Come ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundations of the world: (35) for I was 


hungry, and ye gave me to eat; I was thirsty, and ye 


gave me drink; I was a stranger, and ye took me 
in; (36) naked, and ye clothed me; I was sick, and 
ye visited me; I was in prison, and ye came unto 
me. (37) Then shall the righteous answer him, 


saying, Lord, when saw we thee hungry, and fed thee? 
or athirst, and gave thee drink? (38) And when 
saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, 
and clothed thee? (39) And when saw we thee sick, 
or in prison, and came unto thee? (40) And the 
King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say 
unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these 
my brethren, even these least, ye did it unto me. 
(41) Then shall he say also unto them on the left 
hand; Depart from me, ye cursed, into the eternal 
fire which is prepared for the devil and his angels: 
(42) for I was hungry, and ye did not give me to eat; 
] was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink; (43) I was 
a stranger and ye took me not in; naked, and 
ye clothed me not; sick, and in prison, and ye 
visited me not, (44) Then shall they also answer, 
saying, Lord, when saw we thee hungry, or athirst, 
or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and 
did not minister unto thee? (45) Then shall he 
answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch 
as ye did it not unto one of these least, ye did it 
not unto me. (46) And these shall go away into 
eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal 
life. 


Verse by Verse. 
By C. C. BUCKNER. 


v. 31. But when the Son of man shall 


come in his glory: See Matt. 24:30. 

v. 32 And before him shall be gathered 
all the nations: The Jews and the Gentiles. 
ind he shall separate them one from an- 


other as the shepherd separateth the sheep 
from the goats: The classification is based 
on righteousness. The good are separated 
from the bad. 

v. 33. Sheep on his right hand, but the 
goats on his left: Lovers of God are com- 
monly spoken of in the Bible as sheep and 
lambs. Some one has said that a goat is 
“selfishness on legs.” While it is true that 
sheep and goats will pasture together, yet 
when the folding time comes they separate. 

v. 34. Then shall the King say: Christ is 
the King. Blessed of my Father: They are 
blessed because they have sought to be like 
their Father. Jnherit: It has been sug- 
gested that the judgment will be automatic. 
It is but natural that those who have sought 
to be worthy children, shall inherit the 
holdings of their Father. Prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world: “The 
thought of God from the beginning looked 
toward those who by such conduct would 
inherit such a reward” (Horton). 

v. 35. And ye gave me: “The birds of the 
air have their nests and the foxes have their 
holes, but the Son of Man hath not where 
to lay his head.” If we give all to Christ, 
Christ will give all to us. The words of 
this passage are usually applied to individ- 
uals but they were spoken to and concern- 
ing nations. Is this not particularly timely 
in these days of wars? Our so-called Chris- 


tian nations have been building on their 
armies and navies. 
v. 37. Then shall the righteous answer 


him saying: True worth is unconscious of 
its worth. Righteousness is humble. The 
feeding of the hungry, the giving of drink 
to the thirsty, the taking in of the stranger, 
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the clothing of the naked, visiting of those 
who are sick or in prison, must not be done 
for show. When one does these things Chris- 
tianly he is quite unaware of gaze of the 
world, or even, of Christ. 

v. 40. Inasmuch as ye did it 
of these my brethren, even these 
did it unto me: The rewards of 
come as surprises. And the value of a re- 
ward is doubled when it comes as a surprise. 

v. 41. Depart from me, ye cursed: Their 
own course elects their punishment. Pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels: “Jewish 
eschatology assigned to Satan and his sup- 
porters special punishment, as in Jude 6; 


unto one 
least, ye 
goodness 


















































2 Pet. 2:4” (Slater). 
v. 44. Lord, when saw we thee, etc.: The 
selfish are so engrossed in consummation 


upon their own selfish desires that they are 
blinded to the spiritual realities. And these 
words of the Lord are for the special bene- 
fit of a people who had been excessively 
punctilious in their formal worship of God. 
They thought they, of all people, were “the 
righteous.” 


At the Heart of the Lesson. 


WHERE IS HEAVEN? 

“4 minister preached one day about 
heaven, and his sermon was greatly enjoyed 
by his people. Next morning a wealthy 
member of the church met the pastor and 
spoke warmly of the discourse. ‘That was 
a good sermon about heaven,’ he said: ‘but 
you didn’t tell us where heaven is.’ ‘Oh,’ 
said the minister, ‘I can tell you now. Do 
you see yonder hilltop? In a cottage there 
3s a member of our church. She is sick in 


one bed and her two children are sick in 
another bed. I have just come from her 
house. There is not a lump of coal, nor a 


stick of wood, nor a loaf of bread, nor any 
flour in that house. If you will go down 
town and buy some provisions and some 
coal, and send them to that house, and then 
go yourself to the house and read the 
Twenty-third psalm beside the woman’s sick- 
bed and kneel and pray with her you will 
know where heaven is.’” 
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Mid-Week Service 


By Siras Jones. 


| The 





TOPIC FOR SEPT. 16. 


Union Through Co-operation in Practical | 


2 Cor. 6:1; Gal. 1 Cor. 
16:1-4. 

What is Christian union? Is it not the 

joining of forces for some kind of service? 


Service. 2:9-10; 


Is there any service that is not practical? | 


If we have in mind unity of belief, we have 
no interest in beliefs except in relation to 
the actions they influence. To relieve a 
mind of paralyzing doubt or to remove bit- 
terness from a heart is practical service. 
The superintendent of a large factory said 


he never had to discharge men for incom- | 


petency but he did discharge a man now and 
then for failure to co-operate. The church 


that teaches a man the spirit of brother- | 


hood and how to show it in daily work is 


rendering a practical service that is of the | 


highest importance. 
SUPPORTING THE COLLEGES. 

Is it not about time for the churches of 
the United States to join their forces in 
supporting church colleges? L : 
be equipped, endowed, supplied with stu- 
dents. It may never come, but one may be 
allowed to dream of the day when colleges 
will be placed where they are needed and 
will receive the support of churches in ac- 


Colleges must | 


cordance with territorial divisions and not | 


in accordance with denominational 
ences. 


GIVING POWER TO THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 


The Bible is excluded from the public 
school in many states. It is uncertain 
whether it will be restored. Even if it is, 
the church is not thereby relieved of obli- 
gation to teach the history of religion and 
to cultivate religious feelings in the young. 
For this service it needs buildings, litera- 
ture, and teachers. A small town with three, 
or four, or five school buildings would be 
ridiculed by enlightened educators. 
will come when divisions in Sunday-school 
work will be the object of ridicule. The 
promoter of divisions is wise in opposing 
the introduction of sound pedagogical 
methods into the Sunday-sehool. Denomina- 
tional bias will have to stand aside when 
the chief aim of instruction is the welfare 
of the children. Interest in the present 
crowds out interest in fights that began 
generations ago. 

BEARING TESTIMONY. 

The best men are needed to preach the 
gospel of good will. Only a few are en- 
dowed for such a service. The cry that 
young men are not entering the ministry 
should be met by the declaration that the 
churches should have a program that would 
captivate the imagination of the strongest 
men. Many communities have more 
preachers than they need. Men in the min- 
istry feel that they ought to represent all 
good people when they speak. They dislike 
the idea of having to speak for one section 
of the people. The man weth a vision now 
comes forward as the spokesman of all who 
love God. He would like to have some of 
the barriers raised by sectarianism removed. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE. 

That co-operation is better than antagon- 
ism is known by all intelligent persons who 
try to put down evils and encourage good- 
A bank fight may demoralize a town. 
Family feuds have cost many towns their 
leadership in their counties. Church fights 
cripple schools and business. On the other 
hand, private feuds and sectarian wars have 
been forgotten when some great community 
enterprise has called for the energies of all 
the people. The leader in a playgrounds 
movement may prove to be a greater force 
for Christian union than the professional 
advocate of union. Any man who unites the 
people of a community for a good work pre- 
pares the way for other kinds of union. The 
main thing is to see what ought to bé done 
and to have the people unite in doing it. 

Zech. 8:16; Eph. 4:22, 25, 29; 1 Pet. 2: 
12; 3:15-16: 1 Cor. 14: 19; Jas. 3:17, 18; 
Rom. 15: 1-6. 


ness, 


prefer- | 


The day ' 





William Woods College 


AN INSTITUTION WORTH $200,000, OWNED AND CONTROLLED BY THE 
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College Union of State of Missouri. 
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tiful parlors. New $2500.00 refrigerating plant. 

Twenty-eight new KNABE 


Conservatory of Music pianos, including two concert 


Junior 











grands, four parlor grands, one 

. art grand (white and gold) for 

parlors. Eminent director with European training and experience.- Specialists in piano, voice and 

violin. Courses in every brnch of music, applied and theoretical, including pipe organ. Large 

Auditorium for concerts. Glee Club. Orchestra. Most expensively equipped college conservatory 

of its size in the United States. Victor Victrola and Knabe player-piano with selected records for 

demonstration teaching and for pleasure. 

All Advantages Guaranteed as Advertised—For illustrated Catalogue and information about the 

attractive college home life and features, address 


President Joseph L. Garvin 
WILLIAM WOODS COLLEGE, 109 COLLEGE WALK, FULTON, MO. 








Sixty-fourth Year 


Historic old College with five large. 
modern Buildings. 


Cristian Cotvece 


Next Session Begins September 16 


Dorsey Memorial Hall, a $36,000 building, completed 1911. Twenty-five 
Schools of Music, Art, Oratory, 


college-trained, experienced teachers. 
Business, Domestic Science. A Junior-college course leads to an A. A. degree. Col- 
lege-preparatory and Special Courses are offered. Careful attention to health and te 


character-training. Twenty-acre campus and athletic field. Home care. Best 
patronage. Certificate admits to Eastern colleges. For illustrated catalogue address 


MRS. LUELLA ST. CLAIR-MOSS, President, COLUMBIA, MO. 
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CHRISTIAN 
UNIVERSITY 


CANTON, MISSOURI. 


A Christian College of high grade, 
ideally located in a saloonless town 
amidst surroundings unexcelled for 
beauty and nobility. 

Splendid new dormitories and gym- 
nasium under the management of 


CONQUEST” 


The Conquest Bible Class 
The Bulletin Board (News) 
Christian Endeavor 
Prayer Meeting Topics 
Attractive Serial Stories 
“Snapshots” and “Chuckles” 
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Mrs. M. W. Harkins, who, with the 
assistance of Mrs. Ross, looks after 
the welfare of young ladies. 
The sehool gives special attention 
ministerial education, and the 
Bible Department under Dean H. B. 
Robison, Ph. D., offers exceptional 
opportunities to men seeking ad- 
Unusual opportunities 


you daily everythi 


of America pertaining to the subject oi 


conta.n many items daily 
which would inform you ez | to 


store has beer 


A daily press clipping service means more | 


| | vanced work. 
for preaching. 

For Catalog and full information 
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|| The Bible College of Missouri 








A Biblical and Theological Seminary of 
high grade. 

At Columbia, Mo., the educational cen- 
ter of the state. 

Adjacent to University of Missouri. Co- 
operating with it. Mutual interchange 
of credits. 

Tuition nothing. 


4,000 Churches 
Raise Money 


through our unique plan, special 
line of imported goods, sent on 
consignment. No advance money. 
Write for complete plan today. 
Japanese Art and Picture Co. 
3401 S. Michigan Av., Chicago, til. 
Local Representatives Wanted. | 
BIG MONEY MAKER | 


Non-Missourians $20 





per year in University. 

Fine student preaching opportunities. 
| }| For catalogue or information, write 
G. D. EDWARDS, Dean. 


The Bethany System 
of Sunday School 














Literature 
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The Bethany System of 
Sunday School Literature 


“Not for Profits 
but for Char- 
acter Building.” 





The Bethany System is a 


SYSTEM 








The BETHANY GRADED LESSONS 
(International.) 

This is our series of texts, prepared 
by the ablest talent, not of the Disciples 
alone but of the Sunday School world. 
It provides study literature for all de- 
partments, from Beginners to Senior. 
The two courses for Seniors, “The 
World a Field for Service,” and “His- 
tory of the Hebrew People,” are the 
latest out, and are eliciting the highest 
praise from the schools using them. 
They form the highest achievement yet 
recorded in graded literature. A com- 
plete list of samples will be sent you 
at our expense. Send for Order Blank 
for prices. 


INTERNATIONAL UNIFORM 
LESSONS 

For Adult and Young People’s classes 
we have quarterlies prepared by Dr. B. 
S. Winchester, one of the foremost of 
Bille teachers. So far as we know, 
these quarterlies are the best in the 
field. That’s the reason we are furnish- 
ing them to our schools. Samples will 
be furnished free. 4 cts. per quarter. 
Home Department Quarterly, at same 
price. 


OUR ATTRACTIVE WEEKLIES 


“The Conquest,” our leader, pro- 
nounced by many experts in our broth- 
erhood and in others, to be the clean- 
est, the most attractive, the newsiest, 
the most helpful, the best adapted to 
character-building, of all papers pub- 
lished for young people and adults. 50 
cts. per year, payable by the quarter, in 


The various publications included in the 


IT INCLUDES 








clubs; single subscriptions, 75 cts. per 
year. 

“The Boy’s World’—snappy, virile, 
gripping. For Intermediate boys. 25 
cts. per year. 

“The Girl’s Companion”—companion- 
able, winning. For Intermediate girls. 
25 cts. per year. 

“What to Do.” Just what its name 
implies—full of schemes and ideas for 
live Juniors. For both Junior boys and 
girls. 25 cts. per year. 

“The Mayflower’’—simple, but full of 
nuggets of truth in story and verse. 
For Primary children. 20 cts. per year. 


SPECIAL STUDIES 


Life of Jesus. By Dr. Loa E. Scott. 
A study in 52 lessons of the life of the 
Master. Question method, with re- 
quired use of the Bible itself. A well 
bound book. Single copy, 50 cents; 10 
or more, 40 cents each. 

The Gospel of the Kingdom. A 
monthly magazine of social service for 
adult class study. Edited by Josiah 
Strong. Strong, simple, practicable for 
class use. 15 cents per quarter, 50 
cents per year, in clubs; single sub- 
scriptions, 75 cents per year. Free 
sample copies. 


MISCELLANEOUS SUPPLIES 


We can furnish you with all kinds of 
supplies for. efficient Sunday School 
work—Bibles, Blackboards, Maps, Rec- 
ord Books, Teachers’ Libraries, Cradle 
Roll Outfits, Score Boards, Birthday 
Banks. What you want, that we have, 
and it’s the best in quality, so far as 
we are able to find the best. 


Bethany System have as their chief aim 


the BUILDING OF CHRISTIAN CHARACTER. Our basic argument in so- 
liciting your patronage is that we believe these materials are the best adapted to 
this purpose. We advise that you compare them with the products of other 
publishing houses. We are willing to abide the test of the most careful examina- 


tion of all our publications. 


Send for Returnable Samples Today 


Fit Out Your School from P)isciples Publication Society 


Top to Bottom With the 
Bethany System 


700-714 E. Fortieth St. - Chicago 
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